Hansel and Gretel, Engelbert Humperdinck.

Hansel and Gretel in three tableaux, libretto by
Adelheld Wette, first produced at the Welmer Opera on
December 23rd 1893, & | -
Originally, Humperdinck planned Hansel and Gretel for
hls nephews and nieces. While working on this project,
1t docurred to him that the subj)ect might serve ag the
basls for a very appealing opera, and he exXpanded his
orlginal 1deas. The first performances of his opera
-wag phenominally successful, so much so that a formerly
obscure and unknewn composer became famous throughout
Germany. Nor was the success of Hansel and Gretel |
confined to Germany alone. It was performed in mostnof
the leading opera houses in Europe to appreclative
audiences. |
Humperdincks admiration of Wagner 18 evident
An this score. As H.E. Krebblel pointed out, Humperdinck
bullt up his struoture in the Wagnerian manner. But it is
not an imitative work by any means, it has a charm and
style of 1ts own.

The 1little work 1s replete with melodles
nearly all of which derive their physlognomy from two '
1ittle songs which the ochildren sing at the beginning
of the first and second acts, and which are frankly
borrowed from the folk song literature of Germany.

These dittles however , contribute characteristic themes
out of which the orchestral part is constructed.
The opera is of course, based upon the famous falry tale
of Grimm, Hansel and Gretel, 20ing to pick berries, locse
thelr way, in a forest that is inhabited by a witoh who
@ats children. At night, they say their prayers and go
to sleep surrounded by guardian angels. The following
morning they are caught by the witch, who proposes to )
roast them in her oven They succeed, however, in forcing
the witch herself into the oven, and her death releasas
all the other children she has captured.
When Hansel and Gretel was introduced at

Welmar, the conductor was Richard Strauss, whose opinion
was exXpressed In a letter to Humperdinck as follows,
I want to tell you how enchanted I was by your opera.
What refreshing humour, what preciously nalve meledies,
what art and subtlety in the orchestral treatment, what
;perfeqiion in the shaping of the whole work, what
flowering invention, what marvellous polphony, all so
original and new, and yet so genuinely German. o
Hansel and Gretel was the first opera to be produged in
lts entirety, over a nationwide network in the U?ited

States. This took place on December 25th I§BI’Io¥gn

the stage of the Metropolitan Opera fouse Rew '
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