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1 “ng Pantasy Folk Opera" as Albert Coates calls it is based on a “f~-f
4 ;- Lezend about Table Mountain, ' The Legend is that B oertain Dutchman
é | named Van' Hunks smbked a pipe with- the Devil: on ‘the top of the.. *~~.d
| mountain and the smoking of these two caused.the cloud which gathers
over the mountain making it take on the appearance of a vast table’

| covered with a cloth. When this happens there is usually a terrific
! . wind which often reaches gale-forte and prevents ships from entering

- 'the Harbour besides causing much inconvenience to . pedestrians, whp
are quite unable ‘to walk in a dignlfled manner. M

But how this all started and still oontlnues is what interests us
and in presenting .the Composer's idea, we feel that here at least is
a plausable reason. for. these strange happenings. E." gk Xt e
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tﬁff"'ww REREEIRGRESERE we listen to an Overture portrayingra battld
af sea., Our story opens .in the year 1753 and as the curtain &&&

rises we. are shown the Cabin.of a great Prirateer the "Isahendrik" T
so called because it carries the names of "“sabella" & "Hendrik", -two .
of the characters around whom the story plays. The TIsahendrik" has q@»
come to the rescue of a King's Ship which has been. eniaged in battle
with another Pirate vessel and in which the King's ship was Fery ol wviiy
nearly captured and had it not been for the timely intervention of f";
the "Isahendrik" "our tale would have had a different ending" as the |
gallant Captain Fitzroy puts it._ | |

So.the two Captains are 31tt1ng round the table with their officers <Y,

smoking together when the Captainof the "Isahendrik" asks Captain ..
L Fitzroy aoout two passengers he was carrying on his Ship. "a lady & ,’

her son"., Fitzroy at first hesitates but finally decides to trust

his host and tells him it is the'"lady Isabella™but begore presenting

her he would like to tell something of her story. ' |

In three scenes we are taken first of all to a garden at the Court |
of the Netherlands. The young Isabella meets her lover, a Nobleman
by the name of Hendrik Van Hunks and to whom she ‘is. secretly_married“
While embracing they. are. suddenly surprised by. the Prince and one of"
the Courtiers. The Prince is deeply chagrined and in the next scene |
we see a duel taking place. We recognise Van Hunks.but not his -

e 2dversary who 1s masked, as.well as the others accompanying him,*
{-7.-denly Van Hunks' adversary stumbles and is greviously wounded. =

| Wian Hunks bends over him he removes the mask and finds he has

Be. his Prince.  Sounds of angry voices rouses the Prince who =
BMHunks to "save himself".,  The Prince realising all to late .
;*”«*en at fault. SR P ' | |

we see Van Hunks and Isabella alone., He has come
ERlcave the Court and they may never meet again.
| "Heaven will help 'us to find each other" .
1 MEln his ears the Captain® of the “Isahendri
* suddenly rises and cCI® 5 the Prince - the Prince?" . . ?

] W and Captain Fitzroy rep "“-\.-_..__ ince’é &858&& and searched- the |
l Rl im back ‘but Van Hunks had “
|
I
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and with these wo
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earth for his one-time fricme
completely disappeared.& and © 2 twenty two years, the

Prince having died the Lady Isabe Ey jglf free to continue" ;
the search for her husband ™ = . | ““*o " 4 |
T We” o Ty iy |
AREHRE'" &B& called for and "fill our pipes t@ j 3G the Captainl
of the "Isahendrik"suddenly thoughtful rises anom | it the Cabin. |

No sooner has he left than thon.lsabella enters she is followed by
her son dressed in the Uniform of the Duteh Royal Navy. Captain’
¥ Fitzroy begs forgiveness for the unfortunate mishap which he has .
&“ " o, brought upon them and suddenly the Captain of the "Isahendrik!" appears
;? Baaies “é dressed as hée was long ago a4t the Duteh Court. He is immediately |
~ recognised by Isabella who, with a e¢ry of joy throws herself into his
B3 . his father is a "Bucaneer" parts them violently and drawing
\ | - Mother away (she. too overcome to protest) asks for time to consider

this position.
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i "&? arms but to the astonishment.of her son who suddenly realisin§ that :
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(continued) I

A seaman appears with the message “windfroqheningiéirﬁ and Vv
asks Fitzroy to regain his Ship and take with him as many of his"

to help,leaving the wounded in the eare of the Ladr;lsabﬁllaf_.Tﬁbﬁfﬁ§: ; iy

-
:

Captains take leave of each other as firm friends,
Act 1, Scene two. ' g

Ly watching the King's Ship in the storm which is now raging. ~

"We are present at the Wheel and Van Hunks and'hisoffioerBrahdt,agemzaen“;-r

We hear sirsnge volces ealling amid the storm and we realise that possibly

we are in that strange haunled Zongreferrcd to by Camoens, in his grazt
epic poem "The Lusiads"™ when he aceompanisd Vasco da Gama on his vayage
round the Cape, _ | i Vgl oS
Van Hunks 13 very troubled about the safefy of the two ships and says to
Brandt - "1 would gladly wager a pipe with the Devil, himself, if by so

doing I could bring both ships safely inte Port,"

No sooner has he splken than a Voice answers -"would vou indeed?" And a
stranger emerges from the:shadows. | ey | |

After some conversation anM agreement is reached whereby the Strangerfw11£  

arrange for the safe arrival of both ships, the conditions to be dis-
cussed at a later date and %o their mutual satisfactions AR

To the cries of "Land" - land" Van Hunks ccems to awake as. if from 2 |
dream but soon Isabella and her son come towards him and in their geest
happy reunion he thinks only of the present moment and taking them
towards the bows of the 8hip he shows the great mountain on the horizon
the promised land of all their dreams. |
Phis Act is looked mpon as a prologfue. to
out there is only dia%ogge in t%is ;Ctz
. ‘ nutesof 1% when Van LU | o
ggiw}i§§eigzﬁ?éunks' Sea chanty constantly recurs during the Opera

after this,

)
the Opera, &s lr Coztes polints
execent fot the singing during

3 ﬁ'TPDUQ*QﬂQQk?* )

's Sea-chanty is sung byka117theﬂ';
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tcontinued) " Van Hunks & ERO - DRVLLY: | s N e e TR N A
Act .2y gueps oges f o TS Tl e MEGT e ety it el SRR PR

A Butch home at the Cape, ThreeyearshaVéﬁaQSédfénd*todayfiiitg;;-?;,g
Wedding day of their son Hendrik., = - . & Rl e W S T P et N
Isabella sings of the beauty of ‘the sky and the happiness of the

children in this pleasant and sunny land 28 -she breaks up the garland
to be strewn in the path of the Bride and Bridegrooms " . i Tl
Van Hunks call to her and the Duminy enters with the young couple and = =
the Bride's parents and all of them sing a Septette. F AT R
We are then shown the little church and hear the Organ play and soon -

the wedding festivities are in full swing.

Fitzroy enters with gifts for the.family”Which hehasbrbught(chky'~.ﬁ.
from his voyage to the Indies. These he presents while-.singing abqut; N
the land he brought them from. s PR T g L B A L

The Bridegroom sings his thanks and then Johanna sings a song taught. &
to her by the Duminy who accompanies her.on'thE“Fluxg. s g TN R 5

A French Minuet 'is danced, as was*th'§custom?in thosedaysffqllowed,hYTkh

Joyous singing and dancing of Folk-songs.

The Sailor's Hornpipe isfdanced'by a youhg-boy and'then-the Duﬁiny.QSks "‘
all to join in a song of Thanksgiving and the scene ends with the K
young couple alone and singing of their love., ) R . '_i-f;E

Act 2, scene two.

It is now evening and we see Van Hunks & Isabella come out onto the .
stoep She is.holding a light while he garries a model of RYs ship o1
the "Isahendrik" on which he is working. ‘In.the music we find the =~ =
fulfillment of all their quiet joy and happiness., . S r ek s AR T
fiere we have amedn a song to his Ship, and the many ‘years they have -
spent together. As the song ends we see tRe grim shadow and the
Stranger appears and now the price must be psid and the price is -.a |
smoking Contest in which the one who loses must remain the guest of the
winners The Stranger emphasises the fact that he must win and the »
Contest must go on until he does! In any case fﬁe-firs round.1s. o .
take place that very night and the chosen spot will be the top of = e
Table Mountain, it will start at mid-night and end with the early dawn.
The Stranger sings of "the place where from. I come we strive, oh, how

we strive for victory!" and with a gleeful "tonight" - he vanishes =
leaving Van Hunks to .the realisation that he may mever return to his

L e s - ——

Before Act 111 begins we hear the Overture, The music portrays the

. Slow ascent of the mountain and the heavy spirit of Van Hunks., As . . .°
,;fﬁ the mwstc quickens we find that he is gradually accepting the situation
and will meet the unknown Contest in the same way in which he has met

his storms and battles on the Oceans. The Overture gradually develops

— g+

into the original and first Sea-chany and with .this still beiqg;Sﬂng_,'.~,
by ‘him we find him on the top of - the mountalin, ‘.t i S % Al
Act 111, | M RS S .

| el TV

Ihe Top of Table Mountain. A weird and desolate place all very mysterious
in the Moonlight, As Van Hunks song reaches its end we hear an answer-
ing echo and the Stranger is before us. ' & g o
And antique table and two chairs are brought in by imps. The Stranger
waves Van Hunks to a chair and the Contest begins and scon smoke is -
beginning to whirl around, | A ity :
After a time the Stranger finds some discomfort from His tobacco, which
has, as he says "and acrid and sulphurous flavour".and decides to employ

other ways of trying to overcome Van Hunks who is quietly smoking. _
S0 he gets the rocks to move and soon we find strange happenings, Trolls
l and rocks slowly rotating. Still Van Hunks quietly smokes, 5o beings -

in the form of lovely women appear and dance and amon _the%.we segp to
| see the young Isabella of long ago and as she appeared in the garden .
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%, - (continued) ‘"Van Hunks & The Devil®. (Lol

Van Hunks taken by surprise lays down his pipe for a moment and takes. - R
up his telescope. The Stranger, over joyed at the success of his scheme - §
cannot resist looking through the other end of the telescope..sudéenly o |
Van Hunks realises that in a moment he would have lost the Contest,so .
quickly taking up his pipe once more he goes on smoking and does not .
falter again...meanwhile the mountain top is almost covered with the =
smoke from their pipes. -“Now. the ‘Stranger loses his head and a furious
Baccanalia takes place. The Beautiful women suddenly become terrible

e e . e i e § AW\ b -l — [rp—

0ld hags and the devils and frightful creatures with their horrible'cliws[-j
all gradually converge on Van Hunks as if resdy to=tear_him GO plecesy:. - 7.8

Suddenly Van Hunks jumps up and fires his pistol into the'mad‘ﬁoardé of t
demons. The Stranger throws himself into the middle and immediately =
everything disappears - only the Stranger remains;but in what a pitiable -

state., He'ealls on - who - it does not matter for all that remains is
a group of imps who laugh and dance around him before carrying him off -~ 1
to the Devil's Peak where he will have to remain until the next Contest, .

Meanwhile Van Hunks has begun to look for his adversary until a Voice: |

from the directiogof the Lion's Head tells him that™ the Stranger“deservesi
his fate for he tried to stop Van Hunks from his Jjust victory". F ol M sl

The Light of the early dawn 1s now beginning to show and we hear voices . 1
" calling Van Hunks and soon Isabella appears and Fitzroy and the Duminy . 1
‘and his family and all speaking at once and telling him they thought he
must have been lost and wounded and unable to find his way home' smé A11 -
Vin Hunks can say is 2 "Home - home - what a beautiful word" and so ' . "
they begin their way down and the last to leave is Van Hunks and suddenly
a volce from the Devil's Peak sings "When the Crescent Moon shines in the .
evening sky our next Contest will begin" and then a Voice from the Lion's
Head - "Fear Nothing, I will be here to see fair play" and Van Hunks with
a deep bow of gratitude towards the Lion's Head and a gay wave of his ' =~
hat towards the Devil's Peak takes his way down the mountain and we hear .
his voice ringing while he sings his old Sea-ehanty...,the sound echoeing
all around, “ | i , Lo | 5

Now we see Table Mountain in full sunlight'and as the music swells.wé_jﬁ e
gradually see it sparkling with its myriad of lights around its feet and ' .
along its shores just as we know 1t today, watchin%hand welcoming us alle..
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