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faith are memb'C.'f" of ~n orthoclo ·,and 
how many or a rc.fo ·111 congrcgc1 ion. 
That they are n tall rdorrn \.'t: knr•\ 1 

from a rtcenl c~ise in Pre ::-lJurg, which 
was that of a teacher in tht> orthodox 
congreg:11ion in Pre.., bur!-[. The 
actre~s who man:ccl tire agtel poet 
Tokai wa a\ .... o tbe d .,!glll1:..r uf a 
strictly orthodox 1·,un~h. Tit.., fir-t 
rabbi." who offici;1 tl!cl at 'uch rnarri­
ge:, however, '·="' the i.'1te P abbi 
Rosenberg of Aracl. th~ pi >llt'Cr re­
form co11grrg:iciono1· Hungary. 

AN 'WER ' TO CORRESPON­
DENTS. 

"(JCERO."-The 15th of Aclar cor­
rL"ponclLd with February 22nd 
in 1883. 

"INQl lSITlVE.''-We are afraid we 
canrut .atisfyyour curiosity in 
this p<1rlicular matter. There 
have been in the past rn many 
slips betwixt the cup and the lip 
that it i ad,·i ·able to wait till th 
'-lX months lap!'e. 

oNTH 
:_t> - l~IH _ . .-.-·' ~ftfj~~ 
·.~~~ --

In the COUf$t; or my obsernnions <)!1 

various communal matters that con­
cern local Je\U)', 1 have noticed a 
Lrait u. c,>m11Junal diar.lcler th:.iL may 
not be peculiar to Johannesburg ur 

outb Arrican Jewry but which at the 
·ame time is perhap more noticc~bie 
in this than in the average je'v\ish 
community. However people and 
sections in the community may differ 
in CL>mmunal m:itter , hcmever bitter 
one party m~ y be a tain. t tiH" other in 
praclic<l1 cummun:i! politic··, an<l 11ow­

en:r dtvidecl tllcy may ht: on ;,ubjecls 
that closelv concl:'rn 1 he wdt'arc vr th-: 
commtmir} antljewr,v ~ l la1"·c c111 l that 
han.~ a pracLical inthi ·ncL: LH1 tilt wurk­
i11g or our communal acLivitic , yet 
ipt'.ali ·tically, in ll1cnry and i11 prin­
cipks, so lu11g a_ tht)' are ide,tli...,ticall} 
tnlke<l about, \ 'e ar.: all one. uuitecl i11 
pert'ecl lla1 m0ny, which, in it"l:'lt, is 

ideally beautiJ ul Thu::-, in tbe twtnly 
odd year--. that di<;un ion in congregat­
ional matter:::., ba, bee11 among 
us. all -eclions agree~) in \'\·ur..,hipping 
the ideal ur uniou and everybody was 
of opinion that the con ·L1111mation of 
union would be a fine tl11ug Jor tl1e 
community. The) agreed in wor­
shipping it 'lS an ideal, lll affirming it 
as a principle, but Lhat is all. 

* * * * 
But as soon as anybody tool.c. eps 

to bring about unio,1, ds soou as the 
slightest effurt were being put fur­
ward lo bnng union Wllhm tne re­
gion of practical politics, th~n were 
all the partisan feelings arou ed in 
proportion. to the energy displayed by 
those putting forward the efforts 
towards the e tabltsllment of union 
and, until recently, ti10s~ efforts 
were doomed to failure and the e tab­
lishment of union wa.s as far 
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off a ever, indetil 11 ur~ :-.u, l< .r ~t' a 
result uf tbose effort.., l>:i u·a:-:nn 1Jf 
the biller fcc.·lrng" they .. ro1t-.cd in Lill' 
community the} not ou I) d1 i not 
bring about union but they tn<1'le the 
con~ummatiun further uff th<ill e Lf 

anc!rnoredistandj ani<l~al the111 itner 
haJ bceu. An illustration of !hi..., 
communal trait of character w .t. t'ur-
11isl1ed k s than a year ago when li1t.: 

principle of a111alg<!1n:111(Jll \\"<1~ 

affinned, but th~ l)r<tctiL'al prupo­
sit on~. ,to put tile :1rtirmati(m inlv 
effect \ t re; d ·i'e:1ted. 

;;. ... * * 

pClrt from tongrl'gational rnatler ... , 
[ h<l\'e .il-.u n 1ticc(l thi..; !rc1it in 1liil'r 

:wtiYiliL'" c:irr1i..'d on in thi~ commu­
nity. Iii om charitctblc Wl'rk icll'al:­
and pri11cip1 are t'. pt:L"' ed ;ind 
affiri11 ·<l but iolhin.!2: I ur h ·r. Th~y 
ar~ expre · cl' or aftir1111..d, but no 
action is tak ·n, nothing i~ don~ to 

bri11g them into practical U!:-e, aucl 
make them into a real, <lcti t·, wot k­
ing, livin~ lorcc in th\.! communilj. 

~ * * "' 
It has been affirmed over and O\'cr 

again that political and cultural 
work in Zioiwm can go to­
geth r, and that in fact i~ is best that 
they do go to~etller. I-<o the life of 
me I do not s· e why pol tical and 
cultur,tl work rn the Z1011ist 1110\ e-
mc:nt cannot go along p acdully side 
by icle in the... same r<.1nks. Bllt wh~1t 
do we find in actual prnciice and 
when we go among the Zionist leader 
and the rank and file of the move· 
men t ? vVe sec: two opposing ranks, 
the political on one side and what is 
te1 mLd the " pnctical " an<l cultural 
on the othLr side. Thi· liuweYer is 
llOt only a fact that refers to local 
Jewry or to that section of it that i 

Zioni·t, lrnl a]...,o to l'w' in o!hcr 
p:lrts of the world. That, ho\\'c\er. 
is all the more rea:-;on that it . hul1ld 
be commented upon. This t1 ivi~ ion 
ha made it necessary for Zioni. l~ 1 • 

be clistingui hed a ''Political'' <ir J 

"Culture" Zioni .. tc·. Surely, it d1 v" 

not clo the more111L 11t an f!:l>< d for 
such divisions and cli.'tinction · to l ~" 
ist within it. There are l!llnugll ~11il1-
Zioni t forces 'l 'ithout the mo\·e11a.:nt 
to fight <1gcii11st and the con ·u!1111i.1ti1 .1 

of the Zionist ideai is in ~ill C<il1"< il"tH L' 

difficult enuugh without thc:..;e i11, 1·­

nal dis:-.en.ions in a 1110\"ill 11t \\ ·!>':1 
ought tu :land out to t li · \\'m ld l)f 

.fuvry a~ a might_\ t'Xample uf he:\\ 
an iLkal ~ind a Jr 11c'pl catt \\'<Id ~c)­
getlicr .lt\\ o. all 1 ~tr!' 1,J 1l1e \ <11ld. 

Ci f t] W lll « ~ l C ! J\ l l' C I ; lt Ii g h l ~i I I ti 'l -

bri11gi11g, i11l;1 u11e li:11 n I'' i< u \I c 1L', 

<.111cl bri11g :d;uul <.cli( 11 ai:cl work ti, t 

hil\L' i11tlicm1!1~· l(d c 1 n,di .I ·.t 

illld CWl'llll ll1,lli1111 Cl tl.·tt ldt• J • ! 
1·ri11ci11k. 

* * it 

Yt:tlhi--..h~1rpcli\i icin li,t lL'i 1 ',. 

nt!t t11 ;l] :111d 11 riliti<":tl :111,• 11 1 t Zi< 11 

t'Xi I~. all cl 1 :ci1 r :-'> is b tn" n .. , 
sh~ qie1 .:11d kl t llL 1 :1 · i 11i~,· g111 , 11. 

l'iglil tbrmq.~11 ti1e Z 011i .... t ,l!nl), 1, •. 1 

iht' l "1clu-- lo tiil· lll<J t 1dJ .... t.t11't.: Ir -
\.~lh', tbe1e :, the: di\i .... iu11. 111 ii 
m<illL'l'' do 11ot i111pn> ·vii thi· Lir , .­
icn, t hi•1.!.:> "ill "''\llj t'ol1li..: IP --•1d 
J)~J-. th:t f [IJj' d! \'i-.!11!! \I ill t:tl e .._ J: i •,' 
a11d form 111 t hl' \. t,tli. i ii 111L n i u 1. · 

di,·1i11cLe;1111p:- in th, L.i<11i:t1..c\t-

111u1l, \\ 11icli \\111 bv !1111eorl"~" :111:.:­
cro11i~t ic. 

St1c!t; c.u:1--1rc:pli '.\\hic!i:1l! ti 1;1:­

ing dtJd l l ·r 'lilt z:o11i'-h 11\ll l 
i ...,t:tri1 L, lfll' 11111 \'lllCl\l in till , 

c:.1!llll) I,· t :1,,il> 1·\:•[.gt 1 ·1k !. 
.... 1101iid l1c ~lll'1..rtlu1J11 tc, urge• tli.:t 
•>md 11 i11g ·Jw1lld lil di i:ll [•) t •1 " ., v 

thi..: c1'a:-,r p:iL' '1\.i,1 till..' n11i ol 

Zioni 111, t'ur th:ll .... )H>lil l !1· olJ\i< 11-

to all that c:ue tlit· k,1 t •or th l rn­
grLs" uf the Zil rri l 1d, <: l. T" v .1 
c.lla Lrophc: con1i11g: :tlt111g <111d 1H t tCJ 

do an.) thing to pn•\ c11l its ocn1rr ·11 1· 

or to n:ll1()\'e it out 1>i' the p:1tl, rit hi 

get ii out of its nJacl, is i11c( 11c, 1\·:ilill' 

on the J)<lrl uf <111y cutie11l bL:i.ig, .. 11d 
yet in the Ziuu 1H ~ 1O\'l'111 ·1 i 1i i" 
danger L ten lo be t l1r.:at r1i1q_., :~nd 
nolbing ecms to be done ton muve 
. t. 

* * * * 
Accordiug t > what I _ l'. it i : 1 

mo t already being accepti.::d ~I" ti .. 
iuevilable, a11d it lhis i~, so thi..11 I. ·~1 
afrai<l Zioni...;m is al.Jou! t(, ~t:'.! lrr .i: : 
ou: time". At the ~amL L inJC.: 1 I c ..... 
not conceive the leadL:r of thv NaLil111~ 
al l\1ovement ~eeing this cL1nr, r 
threateniug and 11ot taking any .stc:. · 

to sareguard the movement tlwrefrrnn. 
Zionism requires nil the e11ergie: «11cl 
help il Cail mu ·ter on its !x ha If 
throughout the world, South Alric-a 
as well as anywhere else, aud il ccr· 
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tninly cannot afford to \\':s~e ~ 11\ of it 
in rn ~ 1· •· 'l di_ s..,n_ iuu of . o :sc: riou a 

11 tl ur~ a~ I hat cxi ting bet ween the 
p.>l itcal and cu ltural ections o f the 
mm·ernen t. It L all t hem Jre ncCL" -
:11 y for Zioni"ts now than ever to rally 
i-. iund the flag of th e Jewish nation in 
. rried ranks, p 2rm eated with one 
0 1 ject, one ideal. th e attainment of 
that for which the Jew ha\ e been 
. trivi11g a nd praying for 1 hou:-and. of 
years. "C ultured," "pCJ litical," "Bibl­
ic;il, 'and all oth e:rZi o ni"ls mu .l work 
l i>gl'lher to o hw in t hi o ne objvct this 
\' >ll ' Ulll111ati o 11 of the Jewish ideal, 
;1;1d u11l c " a \1 "<.:ct ion drot thl· ir dif­
fl re11c ~ a11d work together fo r the 
Zionist C:lll .' t:', then I am arraid we 
... 1; tll ')e thrnw11 even further frnm the 
Lali ·ation <' !' the Zionist programme 
t '1 :111 we were l>efore Herzl fint . o ur.ci­
t d I ht. cL1rion note of the call to the 
rl't urn to Zio n. 

VERIT,\ . 

Rabbi Dr. Landau at the 
Old " hoot." 

1.:' h~vnoU1 8eru101. 

Pabbi Dr. J. L. Lindau preached 
t li~ lollowing '-'l.'rmo.1 ;,L til l' l'rt. 1de11t 
~lfl'lt s~ 11.1go gue o n .:..: unday la . t, the 
F ir"t Day ot :ihet.l/lofh : 

·• f he gr~ . s withcret h, the flower 
i"adet h, l>uL the word or our 1....1oc! en­
dureth for ever" (Isaiah xl 8, 17, 3I.) 

i\ly clear Brethren, 
ln the lauds of the Occideut the 

1 I ant - which decorate the ::,y nagogue 
u:1 the clay of thi · FestiYal erve to 
remind the \\Or hipper of the resur­
rection in nature . .JThe earth, teeming 
\\ ith new form" of re-awak(;;ned life, 
L\.iVc al.o in their heart s new hopes 
;rnd stronger feelings or be li e f. A 
:... reat J Wi!-ih poe t compare the 
ll nwer: of the fi e ld to the . ta rs of the 
. ky. 1\11d indeed, both rem incl ti:-. of 
tlil>'-'C mysterious forces to which they 
O\\'~ th eir exi. LLnce. The whole 
fl ·elation in 11at ur recall-, to o ur 
rniud the revelatio n or the divine 
spirit in history. I. not the Torah, 
on the one hand, like ned unto a tree 
o:· life, and on the ol1 1er, to thl: . un 
who:e powerful rays call forth the 
wonderful pheuomena ot ·priug? 

In thi. country, however at thi 
~e:1so11 of the year the plar;t which 
c corate our syuagogu e. awaken in 
u-. quite different fee ling . The 
t1 , lcL- here are no longer clothed in 
t11 c velvet green of s pring, but in the 
Ltded tints or aut 11 111~1. Ev n these 
l \ ' ·rgr e11 will oon lo -e their fre h­
mss anc\ bloom. And they impress 
UJ' n u . the lesson th a t no mortal 
being. 110 child o 1 11alure , ca n r e ist 
the 011 : la ug lit of time. 

"All thing that we love and cheri h 
Pa. · like dream. , we may not 

keep, ~ 

Iium<1n heart. must break a nd 
perish, 

Human e)e must fall <dee p.' ' 

Put \\'h i o!' u , \\ '~ , ,1 !i :1·. c:Ts ed 
field a11cl lore tin tlw winter ha i1ot 

been deeply impres ed with the silence 
and olemnity which emanate from 
the dormant forces of nature. And 
who of us ha not been profoundly 
moved with feeling of awe and 
revere nce at the ide of an open 
grave. Both the e aspect of death 
eem to exhort us with a soundle s 

voice. "Out of thi decay, Ollt of thi 
proce ofcorruption,th , re hallari e 
newer and more vie-orou · life. ' The 
frame may perish, the body mav Je­
cay and its h auty vanish, but the 
di\·ine es . en ..:e rernai11::,. "The grass 
may wither, ! li t· flo wer fade, but the 
word of tl1 C"' L ord sha ll endure for 
ev er." .And, " ~Y· our text, not only 
~ ingle indi\ idnal , but whole nation . , 
wh ole gem rat io ns are al:o like the 
flower that t'ade::,. 

Pro\'idence ha . ~ ubjected hi tory to 
the , ame et ernal law which govern 
nature. Both in their development 
move by the inflexible will of God 
towards a certain definite aim. 
Science ha . conclusively proved that 
a th o u at1d eeds are destroyed by 
nature i.n th e process of selection in 
order to develop one pecie to 
greater perfection. According to the 
. ame law of selection, thou ands of 
living being-. are sacrificed for the 
l urp >. e of producing one more 
perfect creature. And what is ·true 
of the work of nature is al o true of 
hi. tor_v. The only difference is, that 
wherea · we are still ignorant of the 
invi. ible force . which dominate 
nature we are fully aware of the 
moving . pirit in hi . torv, of the vari­
OLL causes and effect · which form 
the link in the chain of generation . 
The Rabbi therefore maintained 
that the production of the Torah 
preceded the creation of th e world. 

All the ·e reflections force them­
. elves upon us when celebrating thic-; 
Festival of Re'velation, surrounded by 
these ymbol of decaying life. 
Do they not peak to us mo t elo­
quentlr in the word. of our text 
"the gra may wither, the fl.owe; 
fade, but the word of G od hall en­
dure for ever." More than 2,000 
years have pas. ed '>ince the prophet 
proclaimed that truth, and we 
children of the 19th and 20th centur~ 
ie - stand to-day before tl1e hi · torical 
pa .- t as before an immen. e open 
grave, the grave of time. IL would 
:urpa. : the power of our imagination 
were we to think of those hundred of 
million. or individual who have sunk 
iuto it ba ele s depths. But even 
the thought of the gre:tt nations, of 
the powerful tribe that have been de-
troyed, that have almost totally 

vanished leaving behind but faint 
footprints upon the sand of time­
must fill u with that my teriou awe 
and wonder which eize u<;: at the 
sight of the shorele , starlit-ocean 
above. And yet, all those nation 
did not live in vain. All tho e mil­
lions of human beings did not enter 
t~po11 .nor disappear from the stage of 
lite without the purpo e of Providence 
The lives of all of them were devoted 
to the furtherance of certain ideas, 
and we Je ws firmly believe- to the 
promotion of the ideas of our 
Torah. 

To-day, critics have arisen who 
dis ~ct an_d analyse the Bible, with 
the intention of disputing it divine 
oncrrn. There are even Jew who de-
1 :ght l ri !iear that lhe original value 
ot the Bible ha been overe!'itimated, 
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and that its influence Jis rapidly 
waning, But have those same people 
al o taken into con ideration aJl those 
variou s, innumerable religious theor­
ies which the mighty influence of our 
Torah, which its irresistible spirit, has 

wept away? Have they ever con­
sidered the fact, that all those power­
ful ene mies of our people who deter­
mined to crush that spirit peri hed, 
the victims of their futile endeavours. 
How great, how vital mu t be the 
moral force of the Bible that enabled 
it to outlive ancient nations and their 
religions. Critics, in order to minimise 
the va lue of the books of Io. es, quote 
Plato, ;\larcus Aureliu and now even 
Eammurabi, to 'how that a Grecian 
philosopher, a Roman Emperor and 
a Babylonian King also conceived 
ublime ideas which they transmitted 

to posterity. But how many know 
their name , and how many their 
ideas- and can their teachings even 
remotely and in any way be compared 
with the deathless doctrine of our 
Bible? Is it not most wonderful 
that the half-civil\ ed native in the ex­
treme outskirt of the Southern hemi­
sphere, as well as the eminent scholar 
in th e centre of European civilisation 
each in his own way, reverently study 
the pages of the Book which our fore­
fathers once saved out of the ashes of 
the Temple? Our Torah is read to­
day in the 20th century, in hundreds 
of language and is being distributed 
in millions of copies throughout the 
inhabited world. Its verses are 
quoted, interpreted, and taught, from 
every pulpit, in every place of wor­
ship and within the halls of all modern 
Unive rsities. The Bible Society alone 
has in the course of one century 
di tributed 186,680,000 copies of our 
Bible in 378 languages and dialects. 
Are we, in face of these facts, not 
full justified in maintaining that 
the promi e of the prophet has been 
fulfilled-that "the law goeth forth 
from Zio'1 and the word of the Lord 
from Jeni alem '? It is true, we are 
nowliving in a civilised world. We 
have, in a certain sense, outgrown 
many ideas of ancient times. Even 
the theories of an Aristotle, who 
dominated the world of thought for 
many centuries. have become anti­
quated. Philosophi l sy terns rise 
and fall and even scientific systems 
change with every decade. But the 
Bible ri e victoriou from out all 
these change., unaffected by the 
mists of time like the sun above. 
Have we, the children of this century, 
already realised its very e sentials ! 
Do we keep even the ten command­
ments, those elementary moral laws 
essential even for primitive man in 
the darkest regions of the world? 
Do all of u understand the very first 
commandment, "I am the Lord, thy 
Goel.'· Do we realise in our daily 
life the precious and pregnant doctrine 
of Providen ce? About 700 years ago, 
one o f our greatest Rabbis wrote a 
whole Book upon thi first Command­
ment. Can we to-day hone tly ay 
that we understand it as thoroughly 
as he did? 

The proces of ci vili . at ion in hi -
tory is even slower than progress in 
the dominions of nature. The form".­
tion of character requires more cen­
turie t ban the formation of crystals. 
But individuals and whole genera­
tion may perish and wither like th~ 
gra s, but the will of God ancl Hi 


