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The United Hebrew Congregation. 

Ten th Annual Report. 
IMPORTANT 

The Tenth Annual General 
meeting of members of the United I 
Hebrew Congregation of Johan
nesburg, will be held on Sunday 
next June 7th, at 10 a.m., in the 
vestibule of the Par I Synagogue, 
Wolmarans Street, when there 
:hould be a large attendance. 
The report which covers some 
twelve pages of closely printed 
matter deals with the Congrega
tion's activitie:-:; during the pa ·t 
twelve months en<lin~ March 
:n~t. 1925. The following arn 
·ome of the many interesting 
ma,1 ter: ·dealt with. 

CONSE 'RATIO Olt' THE.: 
Y80VlLLE SYN GOGUE D 

IN I> lJ 'TIO OF THE R~V. B. 1. 
Bg 'KM N, B.A. 

The consecration of the 
eoville Synagogue was defened 

Lill the arrival of its first Minh:;tet·, 
ncl took place on the 29th March, 

when, after the Chief H.abbi had 
delivered his Consecration Set·
mon, he inducted the .H,ev. Mt·. 
Bet.:kman to his . acred office with 
grnat 'Olemnity and in a mo, t 
impre~sive manner, after which 
he new Minister gave hiR tirsL 

Sel'mon, which wa. received with 
great favour. 

The fol'mal opening of the 
8ynagogue wa performed by the 
Chairman of Council, Mr. Bernard 
Alexander, J.P., who was pre
sented by the President, Mr. 
.Joseph Ratzker, on behalf of the 
Congregation, with a golden key 
for the occasion. Almo t the 
entire J ewi h Clergy of the 
Witwatersrand and Pretol'ia were 
present at the ceremony and 
pa,rlicipated in the con ecrating 
•1f the Synagogue. The whole 
Con,ecrntion and Induction 
'ervice was conducted in a very 
i11111res,ive manner, to which the 
joint choirs of the Park and 
Yeoville 8;y-nagogue · undel' the 
baton of Mr. J. Kantor, kindly 
accompanied at the organ by Mr. 
Dave Foote, largely contributed. 
The Se1·yi e was con<lucted by the 
Rev. N. Lopata, assisted hy the 
Rev. I. Goldberg. 

The formal opening ceremony 
wa~ considered a su:table oppor-
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M ATTERS. 

tunity to name the Synagogue 
''The Yeoville War Memorial 
Synagogue," and this wa-; 
accordingly done to mark the 
tran ' fer of this Congregation's 
W u,r Memorial from the Pre:c.iJent 
Street site to the Yeoville site on 
w hic;h the Congregation's shar 
of the funds obtained from the 
1rnblie collection has been ex
pende<l. 

CALL TO THE REV. B. I. 
BECKMAN, B.A. 

The ouncil reported last y ~ar 
that, after long e:ff orts and many 
disappointmenL, M1·. Hal'l'Y 
Lourie had at last been placed in 
touch with a prnmising yonn~ 
gentleman who was considered 
suitable to fill the post of Ministe1· 
to the Yeoville Synagogue, and 
that he was highly recommeudecl 
by tl e Very Rev. 1hi f Rabbi, 
Dr. Hertz, Profc:sor Dr. Buehler 
and I 1·. Daiches On the strength 
of such influential recommen
dations, strongly supported by 
Mr. Lourie, the ouncil had no 
hesitation in extending a Call to 
Mr. Beckman to be the tit-st 
Mini.;;ter to the new Synagogue 
in Yeoville. 

The Rev. M1·. Beckman arrived 
at Johannesburg on the 17th 
March, and was intrnduced to a 
large number of member' at a 
reception given in his honour ell 
the Yeoville Synagogue Cla ·s 
Room~ on the 22nd March by the 
Council and the Yeoville ~yna
gogue Ladie ·' Committee. To 
the latter's excellent arrangement 
of the reception was due a very 
enjoyable afternoon. 

Since his arrival the Rev . .Jfr. 
Beckman ha~ been making efforts 
to improve and popularise the 
Yeoville Hebrew Clas~es, and i-; 
also endeavouring to attract to 
the Synagogue the J ewi h yolmg 
people by means of a Jewish 
Social and Literary Society, 
which has recently been launched 
with considerable enthusia~m. 

CHIEF CA TOR FOR PARK 
SYNAGOGUE. 

The Council has at las l sue
ceerled in it~ long seal'ch for a 
w::irld-renowned C!trrw1L of the 
highest order It is generally 
agreed that for this ongreg t
tion's principal 8vnao-oo-u a crreat 
Cantor i: ;·eq1.~ir~<l fl~"ll , 
becan:-1e it h ardently de:'i1ed \iy 
the vast majority of member~; 
and, secondly, hecau~e it is tltu 
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surest means of dra wing people 
more frequent ly to tbe Synagogue 
and of securing a big increase of 
membe r hip, and thus largely 
augmenting the Congregation's 
revenue, which is urgently needed 
to meet the greatly enhanced 
expenditure of this Congrngation. 
Lt is also nece ·ary to transfe1· as 
soon as po. sible the Rev. Mr. 
Lopato to the Yeoville Synagogue 
as thi Synagogue also requires a 
good Cl/(( wn to make the services 
as attractive a8 possible. 

In view of all these con. idern
tions, the Council felt ju. tified in 
agreeing to term, which under 
other circumstances might have 
been consider -'<l som what 
lH1erous for the Congregation. 

The newly-appointed l/f(t?:r111 is 
Chief anto1· H. Pinka~ ovitch, 
who has been for several yea1·s 
Oberkantor in Vienna, anci snb
sequ en tly became f · mo us as t lw 
Ohel'kantm of the Hildesheimcr 
~ynagogue in Bel'lin, from where 
he received a 'all to the New 
8ynagogue in Man ·hestel', and 
in this latter city he has been fol' 
the last three y ar:. 

Mr. l lany Lourie, \ ho again 
hndly conducted all the negotia
tions on behalf of the .rnndl. 
and also Mr. B. Gordou, l'ecom
mended Mr. Prnkasovitch, who 
is 3 years of age, in the stronge~t. 
terms as a brillirtnt and highly 
esteemed C/1<1zct11 with a moqt 
powerful, sweet and best imagin
able "Heldenteno1·" voice, a goorl 
Hebrnist, and a, well-e<lucatPd 
gentleman of fine appearance. 

The new C/wzrrn will arrive in 
Johannesburg about the end of 
July, and the local community 
can consider it elf very fortunate 
in having . ecured so brilliant a 
star among the world'i:: Ch<1zu11i111, 
who, your Counci l is confident, 
will make the I ark Synagogne 
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Service· a gr0at attraction in 
Johanne.·burg. 
MR. HARRY LOURrn's SERV fCES. 

The CourH;il again exrJre~ses 
't · ~ratitnde to :Mr. Harry Lomie 
for the Va..;t <Llll<JU n t CJf ti 111 8 he 
ha devoted to the very arduoll: 
d,nd cleliC'ate taslc of s curing a 
{l/w ?rtn fo1· the Pai+ Hynagogne 
and a :\1.ini te1· for the Yeoville 
8> i.a.gogue. He i· entitled tu 
tho appreeiation of the Congrn
g, tion for the very able and con
i-:cientious manner in which he 
I as canied out the missions 
en t rnsted to him. 

RE O\'ATION" A~D HEP m OF 

P HK SYNAC.OGUI':. 

Tli~ renovation and repair of 
the Pnrk Hynagoguo iR a mo~t 
0 . Pn t ial 1rnde1·taki n ,. w hi eh lu 
lwen n'.\felT .. d tn in .·eyeral pr -
·pcling annual Report..;, bnt ha. 
dlwayiq been pnt off on 1he scorn 
of the heavy expen e this vorl
will entail. Th lime Ila. now 
al'l'iYed when it can be put off no 
longer, for thi · co. tly Synagogue, 
which has not been attended to 
since its erection, i~ in an un
sightly condition, and both the 
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·interior and exterior have to be 
thoroughly renovated and re
paired. At the same time an 
effort will ha.ve to be ma<le to 
remedy, if pos1'ible, the acorn;; tit· 
defects of the building, this wo1+ 
having been authnrised <.,OtnP 

year.s ago The Architect has 
prepared specifie,1tion,, and the 
Council ask. , as will be :-;een from 
the Agenda. for authority to 
can·v ont this work and to b1 1'J'ow 
a st; Ill of £3,000 to defray the 
eost tlwreof an<l other necess,lt'y 
purpo:--es that 1 rn.y al'isc. 

UNIFICATION OF' 
Co~TGHECi-ATIO Ts 

A Suh-Committee of the North 
.Johanne bmg Hebrc-1 .,.,, Congn•gn.
tion lllet the Ji~ ·eeutive and sub
mitted prnpo L for unifi ca 1 ion. 
The 8'ixeC'u ti e ac-e ptP<l their 
term· a· a ba ·i~ of Il('goti tion, 
and, in aeronhnc with 1l10ir 
r qnes1, reduC'ed tbe term and 
conclition.· to vriting, and e1n
bo<lied them in a letter a<ldr ssed 
to the North J ohannesbn rg 
Hebrew Congregation, and re
ceived a reply to th effect that 
their CnmmittPe eould not 
apprnve their own Sub-Commit
tee's prnpo~ab, and w re not 
prnpar•d to .'11hmit th m for the 
·on 'idPrati1 n of their memheri-.. 

This, or course, signified a COlll

p]ete breaking off of negotjation~. 
Quite recently· the Council 

received similar proposab or 
unification from another local 
Congregation, and replied that 
the question would have to be 
dealt with bv the incoming 
Council. · 

PROPOSED Ft:DEHATED COUNC:l I, 

OF SYNAGOGUES. 

At a Conference of Presidents 
of ongregations of the Wit
watersrand heln at the Jewish 
Guilrl Building on the 17th 
August, 1924, convened by the 
President of the :::>.A. .Jewish 
Board of Deputies, the following 
1·esnlu ti on wa~ adopted:-

"That thi · meeting. repre!'-'ent
i ng the .'ynagogues on the Wit
water:-:rnnrl, agree~ to tbe prin
ciple of forming a Federated 

1 ouncil of Synagogue~ of the 
\Vi t wat('rsrand." 

Thi re,o!uti0n Wes snhmitted 
to tltP Council. a.nrl. it. duly com-
11nrn1ca.te<l it:-; approval of same, 
hut up to now no further step in 
this scheme uppea1·s to h3ve been 
taken, hnt the Connrlt hopes that 
t lie ~L\. .. J 'Wi ..,h Board of DP.pll ti es 
will 1>ro<.;eerl with this Jau<lali!e 
ll1OVP1118 n t. 

.r ().1 r \ ~;..; b:SB T tW· J1 [1, 3P Im 
Ct)LLECd~. 

JH'W c>d 11en ional in. ti~11tirm 
fo1 adv· nc·Pd 11 Ph re "N" education 
recent}\' e ·tabli lwd in .Johan
ne-.:hu r~~ and known as the 
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"Johannesburg Hebrew College'· 
appealed for financial support. 

The Council decided that, not
\vithstanding the Congregation'~ 
many fin an 'ial commitments, it 
would be wrong to refuse entirely 
the as, i~tance appealed fol' by 
a de. erving, st 1 ugglin°· .T cvdsh 
edu ·ationul i1..·titut1(Jn, c n<l 
according!~ undel'tool· to pay a 
s11rnll !'.Ubi;;idy of £5 per mt nth. 

Pnosr<:LYTES. 

The policy or rhif'Congregutfon 
and of th I t><'u l Jewish com
munity in g<'ne:-.d, has heen to 
di..;co1mtenanC'e p1·oselytis111, and 
r >r YP r: . II apµlications have 
been indi.(·:i111ina t>ly refu·ed, 
hut it has lH:E'n forC'ibly brought 
home to the C'onnril that it is not 
only in p1 aetic:ablc. and llnju. t 
but al:o ont1·d1 y to tlw .Tt>\ i h 
law to elose the cloo1· Pnt1:-el • to 
all, indnding "'en11inti ~nd' de
ser ·ing, dpplie, nt..; for adnii , ion 
t O t he .J e W i ~ Ii fa i I h. 'p Ii e ill j LIS t j c e 
und futilit.v of deelining to con
~i<ler any appli(;ations regardless 
of their merits is evident when 
it. i~ found that the people who 
are ref used co1i. idera. t10n in 80 db 
Afri ·u proceed tn London and 
other r~mopean cities, whern thev 
fl n d \' f'l'j'" Ji tt I e d j m cult y i II 1 1} t l:_ 

ing the J '\Vi~h fold. 'l'h is in 
praetiue mcu11.:· that onh• the 
poor appliC'ants who · nnol .. affo1·d 
1 o t la\'e I ovcr:eas are penalised 
by Joc;al obstinate refusal to cnn
sirl e1· cases of any clescri1)tiou. 

In view of thb, the \nrneq 
recently con~ented to the admis
sion of three ladies to the .Jewish 
faith, after full investigation and 
consideration had proved them t 
he deserving cases, and after 
your 1 hief Rabbi, with the 
approval of Rabhi M. Freedman, 
had declared them to be entitled 
to ad mi~. ion. 
~ 

·The Latest From Roumania. 

Rouma!1i:rn ::inti-Semitism, like 
Cleopatra, is infinite in it~ V"ariety. 
.Tust when vou feel it has ex
hausted all i;nssibilities for J e\V· 

baiting. it expressf:'s it. elf in a 
new form The l11tr-~t news from 
that land is to the effect that the 
school au lioiities in Bukowina, 
the former Aust1 ian prnvince 
CPded by the Pesce Treaty to 
Roumanin. have di><:re£>d that rill 
.JC'wish scll<itJl ehilclrt--r1 wllo for 
religious· rea. ons ri-fuse t 1 write 
at school on Satnrclays shall be 
demoted oe expelled. [ow tbi 
is o flagrant violatir n of the 
n n t ! o u:l! lll i 110 r it i <"' • <:!rt ll. e () f th 
v t' r: · Pl' a r ( T 1 < -i t by \ 1 rt 11 t' of 
which Hou111a1.h now !HJ:,·,., es 
DUl"<>Wit,a; ;111d Jt will he JlltPrt>, t
ing to ~CC' \'-'hat thH Le::i!!,llP of 
N at.ionis is gt)ing to cJq about it. 


