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"EILI EILI" AND ITS 
AUTHORSHIP. 

Legal Proceedings. 

Opponents Call It ''Folk-song'' 

''~ili, Eili," the ::;ong that b· s 
· ppealed to the Jewi ·li people 
since 1890 as repre,·enting the 
woes and struggles and mishaps 
of the race for centuries pa~t is 
up before Fecleral COlut .Judge 
Knox of tho Crim in al Uourt, 

ew York, for his decision 
regarding the ~:H)"lg's origi na.li ty 
or derivation. 

Jacob Koppel San<ller. 72, who 
denH.tnds credit for the a.nthor­
'hip of the song and who ha· 
been gen<mdly credited as ·uch 
i. tho cent re of a -.:uit ag inst 
.Tos •ph lra.tz, music publisher, 
181 E·tst Brou.dw, y, for alleged 
puhlk tion of the song without 
the t)Prmis.-ion of the composer. 
::;, ndlcr is ·ubstantiat cl by his 
0\\ n !--tory of the origin of th 
~ung and the te~timony of 
pe1· ·on· who admit that the 
au t horsliip has al ways been 
gran1 ed 1 o M 1·. Sandi 1·. 'I'hey 
:-.l y l'nrthe1· that no doubt has 
ev r been placed upon th 1 origin­
a Ii ly of the tune in,~pired by a 
passag in th Old Te.-t· ment, 
whi ·h w·;..; used as a part of 
Prnf. Mo~es Hnrwitz's Yiddish 
oper , "B'rncha," or The Jewi. h 
King of Poland. 

The song is sugge ·t iv of the 
plaint 'j)Ossesse<l hy all the ancient 
and mode1·n tunes, according to 
Mr. Sandler, wbo now bolds a 
minor position with tbe v~/(' 
York Times. but that il i.' entire­
ly an original tune he .-aid that 
he has no doubt. He repeats he 
would be crazy to have espoused 
a tune that wa common and 
call it hi: own. 

Sandler is oppo ed by Jo ~eph 
Bonime who arranged a version 
of "Eili, Eili" for Katz and Jo. eph 
Chernniac;;ky, as~istant conductor 
of the New Colonv Theatre and 
autlrn1 of a rece~t .'ong callad 
''Kadciish." Th,,,se men declared 
that "Eili, Eili," is an ancestral 
tune which cannot be claimQd 
by any man. So, too, i~ the 
claim of Abraham 1. Menin, 
attorney for Katz. Amolcl J. 
Brnck and Samuel L. Jack on 
are contending for Sandler. 

0 u c. 
The song which ha6 stined 

. uch bitter contrnver y wa:-; the 
result~ according to Sandler, of a 
request hy Horwitz fat· the com­
position of a song to be . ung in 
''B'rocha" by a girl about to be 
crncified for her belief in Judaism. 
Sandler wa' then a si.:;tant mu i­
cal di rector of the old Wind or 
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Theatre when Sigmund Mongu­
lesko wa, the director. The play 
was a failure, but Rose Karp who 
originally sang the song rnceived 
such wild applause afte1· each 
rendition that the pl y wa~ car­
ried a long by the succe.-:s of the 
song. Later Rosa Raisa and 
other prominent singers . ang it 
at concerts. 

Publication: were issued with­
out the cornpo ·er's penni,'sion, 
the author neve1· dreaming of 
royalty on the .-ales. It has 
been estimated that 20 editions 
have be n i. "'lled by different 
publisher::;. lt w, not until 
eight ye, r.- a()') that the song 
became a natio -wide succe "· 
That was the time when Sophie 
Brnsl. n ang it in the Metropoli­
tan Opern Ho11.'e. .Ml'. ~ 'andler's 
da11ghte1', who was pre. ent, urged 
her fat her to Cl)pyrigh t the :011g. 
He d i rl, i n J H 1 ~), t h rn u g· h t he 
Man rice l{ich 111 nnfl Music Co., 
Inc., nnw Hqbbin:;: I~ngle, rnc. 
Mr. Katz pulili heel the song t Fo 
yea.rs prior o the c·opyl'ight He 
endea vuu 1· d to R how th rough hi: 
attorne that h. t I'll ! origin as 
in either ritual or .Jewish folk 
lore. Jlo al ·o cl i111ed that the 
tune i · public prnpert. by reason 
of its d >chcation by the author to 
the puhlit;. Twenty arrnnge­
ments a.nrl. ditions wer intro­
duced at th trial. published sin ·e 
1906. 

The action against Katz is for 
an injunction and an accounting. 
It is r gruded as a. lest case after 
which, if vi...:torions, Sandler will 
carry tbe sam Ctl.se against the 
other publisher~. Kn tz sold :3.000 
copies, accorcling to a rept,rt. 

Lazare , 'amin,·kv. rn u:-:ical 
director of Temple. Ernann-El, 
New York, estified that the worcls 
and mu ·ic of ''Eili Eili'' wore 
submitted to an organisation of 
musicians. and it was coneluded 
that the cornposition was a folk­
song. Since that time, he said, 
editions of the words and mu. ic 
had been public.;hed in Ru ·:--i11 and 
Germany. .Jo ·eph Bonime. ac­
compani t for Mischa Elman, 
stated that when he was a child 
he had often heard his father 
sing the rnelody. Charles 
Isaacson, a writer on musical 
subjects, said he i:-: convinced that 
the , ong is entirely an original 
one by Sancller. 

The words of the first stanza 
are C:Ls follows (translated): 
"God in Heaven above hast Thou 

~bandoned Thine own? 
Almighty God. .'ay not Thy 

mercy ha: fl wn i 
In ternpe.:;t and fl irne, we have 

bven tormented, 
Deep though our ~hame, Thy Will 

we have nn~ re,ented." 
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Jo •eph Edelstein, man ger of 
the Second Avenue Theatre who 
wa manager of the Windsor 
Theatre in 1896, te tified that 
Sandler was believed to be the 
author of the ong. Mi ch 
Nechamkus and Samuel Tobias, 
actors, te tified the same. 

"It i. not the money," as~ eded 
Sandler, who values the hymn 
at £100,000 although he has 
received only £15 to datP. "I do 
not mind that other have grnwn 
rich on my s()ng while [ have 
remained poor. But it hurts to 
see my beautiful ''Eili l~ili" 
butchered by people who knn\ 
nothin~ of .J ev,1 ish 1 rn:-;ir.." 

fn addition to Rai:-.a, Kc. rp < nd 
Bra-.:ldn, the :-;ong has been :--ung 
by Alma tdn ·k, Isa Kremer, 
Nin. Ta rnsovtt, Ca rn~o, Sarah 
Borni and Belle B ket", and 
played by .Ja C'ha. Heifetz and 
Mi--cha Elman. 

An l rn co m m o n t u rn < i1· t Ii e 
ca:s wa!": the plctying of tl1e :ong 
in the courtrnom by Attnrney 
Menin, oppoNing • a11dle1·. The 
a t t o rn e y, w n fi rs t ,. i o I i 11 i. t t 
JJ otel 1 r ·~an, L( 11g B rt ·h, he for 
studying 1 v. 

. '1 t ( ~: i Ii E i Ii) is ~ti 11 t Ii e 
favourite sonK in the repp1· 1,ir, 
(\f th :-:trnlli11g sing '1'" who pel'­
form for pennie.- and nickels in 
the brtck: :'>'U.rcl. or the ',1st -.;jch1 ; i 
is familia1· to those who attend 
vaudeville and moving pic.:tllre 
shows, and it ha· been heard a 
Ca.rnegie Jlal l and Metrnpol i tan 
Opa•·a House <.;oncel'l'-'. If ~1 r. 
Handler composed it he deser ·es 
bononr for his gift- of evocation, 
even ~hou lci he fail to col le ·t a. 
share of tha half-million which 
he sels as the ."mg's price," :-.1id 
the New Yorl- Morning \Vorld 
editorially. 

~--------------------------......... 
For Fresh Fried Fish and Chips 

go to 

U1 1JON FISH SHOP. 
38. Eloff Street. 

between ~fain & Marshall 't~. 

Pic:kled Fish a speciality. 
Fried Soles from a 1/ . 

.. \f E L L I N [, '' 
for the skin. 

S L \Y ein brenn, M.P,S., Lon<l. 
·/ r. 11ain & Ford Streets, 

.Jeppes, .Johanneslrnrg. 
'Phones 1316 and 0055 J eppes. 

For Cougbs, Colds and All Diseases 
df Throat, Che t and Lunge; m;e 

Youngs Iceland Moss Syrup, 
? I & 3/6 per bottle. 

~.\LEX H. YOCXG, 
Phone 4'272 Chemist, 

e/r t'ritchard & Srual Streets, 
.Johannesburg. 

BOYS':.WARM OVERCOATS, froi11 :2.) 16, for 1-'iZe 3 at Ward &. ~almons. 


