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Lecture on Achad Ha'am.

Rabbi Gervis at the Palestine Club.

j On Saturday evening, the 1st inst., the sixty-seventh meet-
ing of the Palestine Club was held at the residence of Mr. and
Mrs. I. Adelson, St. Andrew’s Road, Houghton. Mr. 1. J. Hersch
presided and introduced Rabbi I. M. Gervis, who delivered a
lecture on “Achad Ha’am—Zionist and Philosopher.”

The lecturer said that the Jewish people stand to-day on
the threshold of a new epoch in their history. The pillar of
our national life was being shaken, and Israel was hovering
over the face of realities. The most burning question was,
“ Whither are we going?”

“To continue in obscurity was impossible,” declared Rabbi
Gervis. “To begin all anew an absurdity, but to closé our eyes
to the obstacles and difficulties would mean nothing else but
national suicide. Our task, therefore, is to study and make
every effort to grasp the situation. Our national existence is
a complexity of endless problems. The survival of our national
identity is the universal puzzle. Our universal faith is beyond
the comprehension of modern civilisation.”

It was because the above was the keynote of present hap-
penings that he had chosen to speak on Achad Ha’am that
evening. It was this great writer, philosopher and thinker,
who had appeared on the Jewish scene at a time referred to
by historians as “twilight.” The hopes cherished by Israel,
which had been inspired by the Chovevi Zion, were beginning
to decline, and the movement was practically on the verge of
insignificance, for the colonisation work in Palestine had not
been successful. Achad Ha'am became in that historical tran-
sition the chief guide. He pitilessly attacked the old schemes,
and bis greatness was recognised from the very beginning.
He did not only devote himself to criticism, but pointed the
dlregtlon to new ways. He became, as it were, the Shofar who
continually sounded the alarm.

The lecturer went on to give a fine outline of the attitude
of Achad Hg’am towards Jewish problems and to indicate the
remarkable influence which his words had over his generation.
The Basle Programme seemed to Achad Ha'am one-sided.

R bt:‘ It was [f‘urel_v political and economic in character,” said

at i Gervis, “and Achad.Ha’am held that this political char-
'ac‘ ir narrows down the Zionist ideal. Whilst fully admitting
orgerw; must work for the creation of an extensive and well-
e e 1settlement in Palestine, he also demanded that our
andonalt cullt\n:e should not be neglected and that a spiritual
It w:: Xcrl?adh{fa’zlr:u\lvdh bi (::ista}{lis}}led on a national scale.”
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The lecture created a d d i
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hela ;ﬁyp;o;;;ﬁ;l tz. vote of thanks to Rabbi Gervis, which was
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A Charming Performance. mances
One of the most beautiful amateur musical perfor at the
ever seen in Johannesburg was held on Sunday_e"em"rﬁ » with
Jewish Guild, when “ The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayy2 n? Wad
full song cycle of Liza Lehmann’s “ In a Persian Gart
produced. ot
The music is of a rich colourful character and del
the Eastern mystic atmosphere of the great poem. ontralw)’
of Florence Karnovsky (soprano), Jean Gluckman (cbaritone)
Rev. S. Backon (tenor) and Sydney Schraggel e,-forl’f"
blended in an effortless manner throughout the Who}gegn heal‘d
ance and rarely have these well known local singers
to better advantage. taken by
The speaking parts of Omar and his slave were mal
George Absolam and Fay Gluckman.

ts well
yoices

The wise Wor '\.G‘l)uckm‘*n
were eloquently rendered by Mr. Absolam and Mrs.
gave a moving portrayal of the slave. we

Mr. Ernest Solomon and Mr. Sydney Schragg*’;“s. G
producers, The music was under the direction of et
Solomon, who was also the pianiste. The other two n;\TY e
the orchestra were Rita Weisholtz (violin) and Hehig
('cello). The scenic and lighting effects were of a old Fisher
and were in the hands of Messrs. Raymond and Har
and Theo. H. Levy.

The performance gave evidence of earnes
result everything went off without a hitch.

It was a completely satisfactory amateur per
congratulations must be extended to the artists an sven i
On Wednesday evening a repeat performance was g1 en's Bené
benefit of the funds of the Johannesburg Jewish om
volent Society.
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ASTORIA KINEMA. « pad A0

Rod La Rocque, who plays a sauve, picturesau¢ re-roma h’
in “ Beau Bandit,” the thrilling outdoor adventii . 100
which commences at the Astoria Kinema, oni Ml(',tv n b"ss
November, has become famous for his dialey: abi i'i.o.us ucC?n-
“ Beau Bandit ” and “ The Delightful Rogue,” 2 'preof the Lat!
at the Astoria, his parts demanded broken English
America. the open rang‘:

The picture is rich in the powerful beauty of scen®
and built around a powerful story of the old “-esit-: dio st{‘g';
are not confined to the narrow limits of a sounc givin it 5
Instead it is filmed outdoors in almost its entiretys of atur®
sweep and a movement possible only with the use

own senic sets, o,




