Special Chanukah Service

At the Great Synagogue.

The Park Synagogue in Johannesburg was thronged on
Sunday last when a special Chanukah Service was held in
accordance with annual custom. A large congregation included
a number of members of the Jewish Ex-Service League, who wore
their service and other medals.

Chief Cantor Inspektor officiated, assisted by the choir
under Mr. G. Grosberg, with Miss Esme Ratzker at the organ.

Dr. J. L. Landau (Chief Rabbi) offered up the Prayer for
the Royal Family, and delivered an eloquent and forceful sermon.

In the course of his address, Dr. Landau said that great
historic events must not like phenomena in our social life be
viewed from a narrow angle nor judged according to the im-
pression received at the moment. The story of Jacob and Joseph
in the Books of Moses illustrated that statement. Jacob received
a message that Joseph was alive, and his spirit was revived.
Jacob heard that Joseph was a ruler in Egypt, and thanked God
at the realisation of his son’s dream. The whole of the family
travel to Egypt. They leave a free country to go to Egypt.
Little does he dream that that was the first step towards the
slavery of future generations. Little does he think that that
was the first step towards the first Golus. The oppression and
persecution of the Israelites in Egypt reached the darkest hour
when the decree of Pharaoh that all the male children were
to be drowned in the Nile was given, and it seemed that the
last hour of Israel’s destiny had struck. But out of that darkest
hour there shone a star, the first and most glorious of our
Prophets, our Redeemer from Egypt.

Pointing to the electric lamps, the preacher said that they
were the product of modern science, yet let them try and kindle
a match against those lamps and see whether it would burn.
But if a small bit of wire were to snap or an insignificant
little screw were to get loose all that great blaze of light would
fade and they would be in darkness. But let them take a candle.
Not only would the candle light itself, but they could kindle
from it numberiess torches after torches until they could kindle
a light not only for their synagogue, not only for Johannesburg,
but for all the world. That was the lesson of their Festival
of Chanukah. Like the great and mighty nations of old were
the powerful electric lamps. A little screw loosened, a little wire
spappgd, and the whole great world of those ages disappeared,
T};ak mtczi darkness. But the little Asmonian family, like the
ittle candle, set atlame the whole civilised world, and continued
to burn and iight the world. The Jews’ little candle could not
be destroyed or drowned. Such a little isolated candle was
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