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Special Chanukah Service 

At the Great Synagogue. 

The Park Synagogue in .T ohannesburg \~as thronged ~n 
Sunday last when a special Chanukah Service ~as .held rn 
accordance with annual cu tom. A large congregation included 
a number of members of the J ewLh Ex-Service League, who wore 
their service and other medals. 

Chief Cantor Inspektor officiated, assisted by the choir 
under Mr. G. Grosberg, with Miss Esme Ratzkcr at the organ. 

Dr. J. L. Landau (Chief Rabbi) offered up the Prayer for 
the Royal Family, and delivered an eloquent and forceful sermon. 
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In the course of his addres", Dr. Landau said ~hat .great 
historic events must not like phenomena in our_ oc1al life. be 
viewed from a narrow angle nor judged according to the im­
pression received at the moment. The story of Jacob and Jo~eph 
in the Books of Moses illustrated that tatement .. Jacob rec~1ved 
a message that Jo eph wa alive, and his spint was revlYed. 
Jacob heard that Joseph was a ruler in Egypt, and thanked G?d 
at the realisation of his son's dream. The whole of the family 
travel to Egypt. They leave a free country to go to Egypt. 
Little does he dream that that wa the first step_ towa::.'ds the 
slavery of future generations. Little does he think th~t that 
was the first step towards the first Golus. The oppression and 
persecution of the Israelites in Egypt reached the d~rkest hour 
when the decree of Pharaoh that all the male cluldren were 
to be drowned in the Nile was given, and it seemed that the 
last hour of Israel's destiny had struck. But out of that darkest 
hour there shone a star, the first and most glorious of our 
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Prophets, our Redeemer from Egypt. 

Pointing to the electric lamps, the preacher said that .they 
were the product of modern science, yet let them .try and kmdle 
a match against those lamps and see whether it :voi;ild. hqrn. 
But if a small bit of wire were to snap or an rns1gm:ficant 
little screw were to get loose all that great blaze of light would 
fade and they would be in darkness. But let them take a ca!1dle. 
Not only would the candle light iLelf, but they could k~nclle 
from it numberless torches after torches until they could kmdle 
a light not only for theil' synagogue, not only for Johannesburg, 
but for all the world. That was the lesson of their Festival 
of Chanukah. Like the great and mighty nations of old were 
the powerful electric lamps. A little crew loosened, a little wire 
snapped, and the whole great world of those ;:i.ges disappeared, 
sunk into darkness. But the little A.smonian family, like the 
little candle, set aflame the whole civilised world, anJ continued 
to burn and light the wo1·ld. The Jews' little candle could not 
be destroyed or drowned. Such a little isolated candle was 
Herzl when he first rose to spread the light of his ideals, when 
at first great and powerful rabbi. and millionaires Tidiculed him. 
He was only a ~onely candle that could not be compared to those 
powerful electric lamps. Those others howeve1· vanished into 
oblivion, ~ut Herzl's light continued to burn in te;.:> of thousands 
of souls, m the Parliament of great nations. Never before in 
th~ las~. eventeer: or eighteen centuries did men like Lloyd George 
ar1s~ m !1 Par~1ament of nations to proclaim and def end the 
J ewi. h l'lghts m Palestine. It was clue to that insignificant 
candle,. Her_zl, that had set n:flam 0 those torche. that were now 
spread mg light tln oughout th world. 

The~ h~~ C~ µ~ri~nced in the last rnonths nrnch clisappoint-
1~ent. 1 hen f lmg:- had be n ve1·y severely tried, and they 
lhtd rea. 01: _to. tleplo1e th fact. that i11en who were the guardians 
cg :h~t·1le"'''i 1mr' of great l~at1ons hatl not k pt th •it· promb-~es. 

At the Orpheum Theatre. . scho~l~ 
U 'ted Beb1 e'W 1up1l~ 

It was an exceUent idea of the ni. 11ent bY the lu~n.h· 
of Johannesburg to give a children's entertalOI }.i.;\"e of Chlln Jll~J'I' 
of the diffeTent schools under its con~ro~ 0~ :1~ was nn e,•ell·atl11rii> 

To have the whole programme 1n ~ ie and the proglt con· 
ambitious undertaking. That both the Hlea t credit of ad ,·erY 
were excellently carried out is to the gre~ have worke :inner 
cerned especially the teachers,_ ;qho muth adn1irable Jll ei,·e.; 
hard, ~nd the pupi~s, who, judgmg from ha~e given_ the1A_'n thC 
in which they acqmtted themsel'\'es, mus~. a c.ucce::-S· 11an1e:; 
over heart and soul to making the fun.~ iont ni~nti~n the rt:: ill 
more is it a pity that the programme di ~ook }e3d1ng t\ the 
of the children-at least of those w:ho . 
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the different plays, song!= and recitatlon-, il"' nnd 
afternoon's programme abounded. 1arent2-, p~P ce t\1.it 

The Orpheum Theatre was filled by \ 1 thP appl:iU-bV th£' 
members of the United Heb1·ew. Scho~~s ~'ell <le:;erved · 
was given at the end of each item L • ··ii11n1<' rog1, 
young artistes. . 1 b gan the P bY th(' 

The pupils of the Doornfontern Scht· Ms follo\\·edh ~n the 
with the Kindling of the Chanukah . 

1
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children of the Jewish Orphan.?'ge class~::- . n gave thi:ee .:;ketch• 
Festival. The Hebrew High ~c~ool chilc~~~ a dran1at1c. ·,, ,,·ith 
and then came the Bertrams ch1l~~-e~ wLttle Gardene~~ol. /\ 
"The Diligent Boy." A tableau, 'Ih~h Ophirton Sc . ,vhich. 
children as flowers, was presente~ ~J Hi:h SchOol, afte~'{oncY-'.. 
.carf drill was given by the Heb1 ev ·~ "Chanu~ah \ .. 111k:'· 
the Doornfontein School pre:::ented a pla: ·• " Childish p ',, 'fbC. 
The La Rochelle School performed a Pf<-l'J' ·th a tableau·1_ ·i11tl 
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after which came the oornton e. . i Yeoville ..... Schoo' 
Teacher." Recitations by the 1:3erea Lim Hebrc"· B~gh. con· 
followed by songs by th~ P}!p1ls of t~e. hanag<' ch1ld
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and a tableau, "Mattath1as, by the 
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rlu<led the programme. 1 K' g,, brou 
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"Hatikvah" and 'God . SaYC.· t 1e in 1 

bl rt n to ·1 <' o~e. 
ter<'sting and enjoya a ·ernoo • 
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Mrs. H. Lig·ht, the hon. eon\( {1-~1• i\.~ht untl .. ~ 1.:;;.r..;ti'ic\, 
Orphanage, assisted by 1\lrs. Suehs, .. ~;1s,·p 'bo.'<'S in. tl~ i::-> ~i~"nt intl· 
eanied out the clearance of the 0.1 phar 1~ 1 for th1~ 111

·• 1 th<' · 24 o 1 l .. · rt•a i. t t t roll as a result of wlnch £ s. < • ""~~s ·tnwunb takt•ll . './,iflll1 
lnclucl cl in this were the folio\.\ rng ' itionetl :-M 1 ·(· rdof1• 
boxe:-; at the h'sidencc. of the people 
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u. ~ 1 t' ittle flam ui the C'andle \ ould not be destroyed; 
tlu · ame 1~anw ~hat om ma•·tyr:-; had fed wilh the· · bl · d 
Fu~· he bd1eved in the triumph of truth an<l ju. lice:

1 

amt~,~ 
believed that the futun• would \'indicat tl ,· · , l th . . 
of Herzl the CUU!';" of tl A . H n pc ope, e c,.rnse • . " 1e smon1ans. 

.~:s (~s. 9d.; Mrs. Goldberg-,_ £1; Mrs .. • ·J.:: Gel. 
mall, £1 ls. Gd.; Mrs. Fneclmnn, t:;;;;--
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