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SO IE JEWISH CONTACT' 

oncllided from previo!ls paye). 

to us all. The sunset was quenched 
upon the vast bulk of l\Iount Ery­
manthus. The1·e vrns no warmth in 
the world. 

There was a silence. lt seemed that 
the power of song was gone from 
him. Then suddenly the strings 
shuddered into life, ctesperately, joy­
fully. His voice was soaring through 
smoke and darkness. He had found 
joy. His heart was at home. For my 
own part, when I realised how im­
mortally familiar to me the music 
and words were, it seemed I must be 
struck dumb for ever. In this place, 
in this fortress of the middle ages, 
engirdled by the mountains of classic 
Greece . . . it was not merely gro­
tesque. It was not true. 

But it was. And only '"·hen I made 
out that the heads of the peasants 
near me were all turned curiously in 
my direction did I realise that I, too, 
was singing to the twang of his 
guit.ar. And then I was conscious 
that not only two voices were en­
gaged upon the song, the voices of 
Turkish minstrel and English 
writer. There was a third, as lusty 
as ours-and it was the voice of the 
blue-eyed Greek peasant. Together we 
chanted gloriously the battle chant 
of Chanukah : "Mo-ouz tsur ye­
shuosee: Lechoh no-eh lehshahbe­
ach .... " · 

Diverse had our wanderings been, 
each of us in a greater or lesser de­
gree had betrayed our heritage. But 
we proclaimed it then, in the dark­
ness, with the moon rising over 
Hellas and the owl hooting in her 
hills. We proclaimed Zion. We sang as 
if we were children again, each in the 
ghetto out of which we had wan­
dered. The candles flickered in the 
seven-branched lamp again. The men 
from the Greek mountains listened 
and wondered what strange spirit was 
this that had seized us, that we sang 
iO proudly, but there was heartache 
in our voices . . . 
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Off to Palestine! 

A Chalutz Takes Leave of South 
Africa 

CHARLES FRIEDMAN, of Durban, 
one of the three successfUI ap­

plicants for the Chalutz certificates 
on the last six-monthly schedule al­
loted to South Africa, sailed on Wed­
nesday for Eretz Israel. He is a son 
of Rev. Isaac Friedman, who himself 
hails from Palestine and who is well­
known in communal and Zionist 
circles in Johannesburg and Durban. 

Just prior to embarking, Friedman 
sent the following telegram to the 
Zionist Federation: "Sailing Piave 
to-day. Shalom Lehitraoth Beeretz 
Yisroel. Chalutz Friedman." 

North-Eastern District Judean 
Society 

The annual general meeting of the above 
society will take place at 8.15 p.m. on Sun­
day, May 6th, at the Communal Hall, 
Orange Grove. Many matters of interest 
will be dealt with, and an open discussion 
will take place as to the advisability of 
centralising the society's headquarters, so 
as to make it more convenient for Y eoville 
members to participate in functions. 

The Talmudical College m 
Johannesburg 

APPEAL TO THE JEWISH PUBLIC 

HE South African Talmudical College, 
while one of the most unobtrusive in­

stitution in Johannesburg, is perhaps one 
of the most important ones. Here pupils 
who have completed an elementary course in 
Hebrew, are given an opportunity to study 
the language further, and are given the 
opportunity, almost unique in this country, 
to study the Talmud in the original. 

Established some ten years ago, the Col­
lege has already proved that it is possible 
to educate Jewish young men compre­
hensively in their national language and in 
the creations of their ancient sages as well 
as of the most modern of Hebrew writers. 
Some of the young men, who studied in thi~ 
college, to-day occupy prominent positions 
in Johannesburg's Jewish cultural life. And 
the Hatechiya organisation which has done 
so much for the spreading of a love for the 
Hebre\v language and culture among the 
Jewish youth can also be regarded as a 
child of the College. 

As i unfortunately the case, however, 
with Jewish education in general in this 
country, there has been little support forth­
coming for the institution; the committee 
is appealing to Johannesburg's Jewish pub­
lic for the~r support. 

On Sunday, May 13th, a house-to- ouse 
shilling day will be held in Johannesburg. 
It is hoped that the J ewi h public will as­
si ·t to make this collection a sue ess. 

• A TOUR TO 

SOVIET RUSSIA 
From CAPETOWN back to CAPE­

TOWN all inclusive from £60. 
VISAS ARRANGED. 

BOOK EARLY AT 
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Arop House, cor. Von Brandis and 
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COMING INTO P ALE8TI E 

(Concluded from page Hi}. 

thousand Jews entered Palestine. During 
the last year the number stood at ove 
forty thousand. Many of these, it is true, 
were private investors, with adequat 
means for settling. But ev~n to these immi­
grants the Keren Hayesod is of the ut 
most importance, for it is always at their 
service to advise them in regard to local 
conditions and the especial requirements of 
the Palestine population. 

The bulk of the forty thousand new­
comer~, however, do not beloug to the 
capitalistic class. And to settle them on 
the land and in trades, as the Keren Haye­
sod does, is a colossal task. In many ca e~ 
the newcomers are totally unprepared for 
the peculiar requirements of Palestine, and 
it is part of the Keren Hayesod's work thu · 
to prepare them. In such case the immi­
grants are received at the Palestine ports, 
Jaffa and Haifa, in special hostels, where 
they obtain board and lodging until they 
have learnt to fit themselves into Pal ·­
tinian life and positions have been found 
for them. The immigrant is aided in find­
ing work and granted Joans to tide him 
over the first difficult period and thus en­
able him to find his feet in the country. 

And as the years go by, e dti ne and har­
l'e t and seedtime again, and the earth 
gives of it;;; goodness, and the new settler 
lives in comfort and happiness, he will come 
to appreciate more and more the ramifi­
cations of the Keren Hayesod-how it un­
derlies the whole ·ystem of life in J!ale -
time, like some strange, vast guardian 
~pirit watching oveT the destinies of the 
land, moulding the fate of its people. 
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