
PAGE 26-ZIO~ I~T RECORD, J t:NE 18, 1937. 

J£WISH CAFES ON THE 

New York froni a New 

you who lrnnker aft r the Cufo du 
Dome or the l fotonde on the 

Bonlevarcl Jfontparnas:e, come with 
me Ea.·hni rd to JC'\\. York, to ihe 
11:a.t ~id<) of New York. There. aJ­
mo~t an' Friday, Ratunlay or ~un­
day night, yon will find on lower 
Sccoud Avenue typical Montpar­
naR-:P cafe~. fairly hulo-ing with play­
vright·, actors, mu~ician <.mcl poeL. 
all ,ugage<l in lively conversation 
nml in~pire<l hr nothing stronger 
1ban tea or coff P, ac-rnmpanied peT­
hap:-< by 1111 ;:ipp ·i izcr, such n · 
t•l10ppul lLYt~1 wiih onion..:, or PYi'll 

111flaf jc.:; irnrring. 

'J1rur, th1> lJill of forr· e. ·1a·l·~. ly 
.. tRte th. t a upple1 icnt of fiw C"ni. 
will b<' harged for all appetizer., 
11 i ollowecl by a meat order, but 
t hi... rnlc i::; not enfom.~d again; t the 
liahitu 1• of the eafe,. although a 
birangcr frnm uptown will be: 
ohlig <l io pny his way ancl bang 
will go another nich~l. But thm1, 
the .... e <.•nf es nre not conuucte for the 
convm1i nc of ~ trang r., who do not 
mde1 tancl ih om 11tio11~ of Enst 
, Hl 1nf . Fox i11 tmwc thn man 
<r ·<la', \'Hiter d1o<lirct ih 
·iream u tia fiic whi ·h i on t,m ly 

I ing .md going rm , 'ntnrdav· and 
Suwln~1 night in tlw 'nfc Tn perinl, 
r n l who al. n (,ccn--io11allv remore:-­
di he nnd .,.\\nb~ the 11 p.of a trm-

oraril · Yncant i nhlr, i~ 11ot a waiter 
:it all. 'n 1. at lra t ixt' y ur or 
ng , hn thP Jnr :ind mam1l'l of a 
w11itrr and W< lk' lib~ :i '·aih'r, 
.. wi h . \ T' t fret:' .1 ·lw Jtnlin11!': 
:::a , hut a1' n 1rnlii<'r of fact he i · 
ihc "bus hoy." Antl 'dn-? Ifu~ lw 
not ca rnccl 1n·omct iun Ly yec.11'8 of 
lahrnr n~ a frn'4 boy~ Tlc ought tn 
be at l0n...:t a mnit1·; ,f'hotPl 0r rnp­
tain, ':m think. hut that's beran<:i; 
y011 d~rn·t kno1\' Ea. t :-;:i<1c raff'~. 

Mere Waiter. 
~\ \\'aitcr a lllC'l'I' mil.er -tn kes 

yo11 r onlt1 r anrl <:Oil(•<' ~ th clwck, 
pol:k ing the u.::11al tip, hut t1w hnR 
hoy i alJoyc and br~·o1Hl a11 that. At 
one time he may hu,·e been jwt a 
waiter, but now he has ri13en to the 
estate · of bus boy ancl own a .five­
thousand-doll ar intere~t in the the­
atre oppo:·ite the cafc, three tene­
ment houses and several savings­
hank account::;, and that's whnt it 
means to be a hus h0v in an East 
Side cafe. · 

"How come?') yon ask, and the 
. n wer i.' a bit complicated. In the 
first plfll:(', a hns boy i ob]j.-recl to 
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carry with him. ju caRh, upward of 
two hundred dollav, for the moRt 
l'Pmuneratiye of hi. per iuisites i~ 
the caRhing of cheques for hahitne.· 
of the cafe. He '"ill not, oi course, 
<.:ash yom cheque or rny cheque, hut 
without hesitation he will cash the 
d1eque o.f Mr. .Max: :Margoninsk~·J 
leading man of the Regency 'l'he­
atre on , 'econd Avenue, corner of 
ChooNe-your-o"'n Street, because he 
knmrn that Mr. l\.Iargoninsky geL 
u hundred and twenty-five dollar;~ u 
week and has a six-lrnndred-dollar 
lrnlance in a certain branch of 011 

uf our 1110,t ~·olvent banks. 

On f'at urclay night, howeYe1_. .:Ur. 
t,[argonin.:;k: finds him elf ~hort of 
i und. after the theutr , dne to a run 
oJ bad lul'k ju the pinochl0 game 
whi ·h cro . 011 <-on. tantlv <luring t1i-> 
~nlurd. y night petformanc in th 
. tar'.- clrc::; ·iug room. 'I'he re, nlt i~ 
that Ur. 1Iargonin ·ky will lrnye io 
r.ush a ('hequ at the Cnfe Jmpc1·ial 
after th~ p 1rform, nC'e. The 1)11' boy 
will <lo it r hii i < nd ri 11 rlung 
thP nomil al . um f >nl l 11 c nt. 
for ~ <?I' r tin dollar~. o hat i Ir. 

fnrgouhvky cn~hl· · u 11 he11ue lor ftf­
tv dollar., the ln1 l1oy \\ill colle t 
f{fty e ni '. 'l hu: \\ ith n < apital in­
·c tm !It Ol 1 'O hunclred dolla1 ~. 
•\'(']' 1' •vol dug, l he lm boy wm caru 
, n nvNa o-e of t ''"° do11ar:-: a 11ighi, 
rc•1m rntinµ: th• low rnl 0f i11t1.,r­
r-t of ~HJ. lJ l' l"Cl t. ]1PI' Hlll llll1 ! 

But thi, i..: nut th only fiminc:ial 
t 1·a11 ·adion rliic·h Yield . !he hn. hoy 
a. profit. ~o that 'yoll may not fe~l 
gm1ch when yon yif~it ihe Cafe Im­
perial. it is one of the folkways of 
Secornl ven 1e for a hnhitue of the 
('afc to tip tll0 lm: hoy a nirkl)l. 
~~ow, a:; the old ,.;frePt 'erH.1ors n 0d 
to say, a nickel \vill not make ·011, 

l;reak yon or ~et you U}J in hn.:ilw~.;:., 
but if ilwrc are two hundred 
habitue~ of the Cafe Jmp0rial, e:ich 
r; mtrilmting a ni :kel i.o Guttman i.hc 
lrns ho ·, that makes Guttman': jn­
e;omc from thi:- . oun·P alone a lit le 
matter of ten clollari' a nig-ht. J. it 
aiw wonder, then, that '~rhen the 
proprietor of thr lafo Tmperia l died 
i.1~t year and hi~ widow offered Ontt­
man an inforel't in the firm, he l'C'· 

fu:-;ed it and pn')frnr.d to T<'main n 
'·humble') bus bov? 

And that'::; not tlw whole of it 
either. On :Friday, ~atnrday anll 
~unday nighti::, wh u tahl ' are nt a 
premium in the Cai·e lmp0rial af11 1· 
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midnight, who i: it that turn~ up 
chair8 again~t . everal of the tabfoR 
and claim ... thcv haYe been re._eneJ 
by telephon ? ·Douhtle8~ you have 
guessed. Tw n(·-fin~ cent, to Untt­
man the bus boy will relea:e Olli." of 
these tables, and counting ten ta hle~ 
a night, this arhls another two dol­
lars and fifty c:ent~ pr•r diem to the 
bus boy'' income. 

But there ar • n \' r 1wrqni:-ites 
"ithout i ::ipon~ibiJitic~, . o that 
Guttman i::; :-t1 ppo" d to know by 
name all the ha hi tue~ of the Cafe 
lmperial, and it i8 hi::; duty to page 
them ' hen there i. ct telephon .. sum­
mons, for a liYely husines~ goes ou 
in the caf ', which i .. also a literary. 
dramatic nml mereantile agenc>r· 
Play. t re . old iherl', ador:- are ~u­
gagcd, anti upoH n<:ca~ion .,,om ..,uch 
invoked trnu...,a ·lion L 011..;urnmatc<l 
as the c ·change or a. de lieate ::sen 
lunch roorn in l he Brm .· for two 
vacant lot' in E1l 1l Hockaway, l"Hlrlecl 
to a cleaning and l re .... ilw e' tabli h-
ment in Fifth tr aml lifrt r-fiv 
dollar and fif ,. i1t 'I oo · m011f'y. 

''Shake peare on 1e Phone." 

1 11 tht a •ti j iP 1111 urn JJv re-
quir thut i:b principnL and 'their 
agenti:: ~ hould )p <:allNl io tlw 1le­
phone, arnl GnHman, th Im. hoy, is 
the per 011 diarge<l wii h the paging. 

ot much politcmr~ i:-: wasted hy 
Guttman on the patrons of thr Cafe 
Imperial. and unlike the h ll ho~'~ 
who wa11cl<?r nHrnnd corridors wail­
ing what . 11und~ as thon !:! h it "er 
a1lis-'t,,r Wah-',\ ah! Pl a~e ... hiti:­
man ihe hu. boy omit.' tlH' plea. c. 
He contents him1-elf with n clear 
enunciation oi thC' patron'· name. 
which he bellow ec:onomically. 

The othPr night a mu~ir, criti1: 
who liv ~ uptown, but who finds in­
spiration hi the Continental atmos­
phere of tlw Cafr Inrpe1fal. :-;aid 
that Guttman the hus boy could be 
depended upon to page mrtomatically 
m1v name that the cashier men­
tioned, and a. a test \'e induced the 
ca::;hier to tell Guttman that fr. 
Shakespeare was wanted on the tel­
ephone. \Vithont a· moment's hesi­
tation, : ut hmm plante<l him: If in 
i he geogi·nphical centr oJ' the cafe 
and yr.lled : .:. hah~peare on the tel­
rphone !" 

linm <lial<'l.\· <I tall. gmmt pe1-.·on­
age, ·ith the long hair an<l bcc•tling 
yehrow~ of a 'id<li"h tra.gedi:m, 

a;·o-.c from a 1 nbl0 nnrl w nt to th 

va~hie1·'.· 11l':-:k, where ilw telep c 
hooth i~ i-:ituated, ancl where for 
mjnutp.: i here occ·tur0'1 a '-'CE'n 
i ndig1rntion, explanation and 
uµ:y. )ly critic friend c11c1 not 
or had forgotten that one of ~ 
A\enue';., mot unemployed acto 
('a1lf'cl ... hake. peare - a urn 
which he as. umed becau. his o 
inal name of ~heikowitz didn' 
~o well on the . tage. 

Among the po. eurs and p1·0 

~ ional bou1evardiers of Second 
f>nue eafes, however, is to be fol 
genuine talent, particularly of 
. tage and of mu . .ic. Indeed, m 
~uceei-:5ful actor., in the Second • 
enne tJwatre. are de:.:erting the 
di..:h ~tage for the Engli:-:h, ancl th 
thnt do, u~ually Htartle the upt 
<'ritiel' out of. their 1rnrd-hoHed • t 
tucle toward actors and ncting. l\ 
Mamice Rch,rnrt7. of the Yiddi 
Art Theafre. recently tmn. fened l 
talent.~ to an uptom; hon:-:e and ~ 
..:ented. in Eno-Ii, h, a p1a.Y by t 
Y iddif'h playwright, • ht)lem A.lei 
em, and wa,.; the afc Trn1wrial <1 

with exe;jfonwnt? The lrnbitue~ ' · 
nfraicl hr wnR goinrl" t nrnk~ a 
and llC' clill. H 1rn~ :ih 10-.:t a cl 
n pp0int ing- to them "·hPll th cr1 tJ 
~aw him an 1 Hpp1owd mo t liet 
ily. 

World Centre for J e 
Music in Pale tine 

'om" r:>f the world'~ g-r a test m l 

ci~n · ar taking an activ inter 
the work of the C ntr . These incln 
Ern · ·t Bloch, Kurt Weill, I )arius 
haud, Joachim Stutschc ·J..ay, 1 1 
I~athau ·, 2\Iax bttinopr, Jakob W i 
I er~, H im·ich Schalit, Jfog-o Adl l 
Paul I>e~~:. u, und H1•rlJc1·t Fromm. 

Lectures for Young W om 
A special sub-committee of tl 

Young }Iizrachi has been constitut 
for the purpose of arranging a seri 
of lecture for young women who 
be desirous of gleaning a knowle 
of the essentials of Judaism. Th 
lectures will be conducted by p r 
prominent authorities. The cours 
to be made as educating and varit: 
as possible. No charge is to be m < 
an<l the enrolment of .'oung women 
cordially invited. 

In this way a long felt need 11 :: 
been filled. The object is to instil 
proper J wi h atmosphere, to cult 
vate a good knowledge of the dieta1 
and hygienic laws, and to promote t 
learning- of all sections of J ewL 
tradition. 

Further particulars will gladly l 
furnished upon application to l 
Secretary. Young Miz1achi Organi. : 
tion, lDfi ~ lillbourne Road, Judit 
Paarl. 

CUTHBERT'S FOR GIRLS SCHOOL SHOES 


