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Gr en and Sea Point 
Hebrew Congregation. 

FLORAL FETE IN AID OF 
BUILDING. 

The Sea Poinl To\\ n Hall presented a 
!.!;H\ and <'olourf ul ~<·ene on Tue day and 
\\ cdnc!'dav when the 1· kral Fctc in aid of 
lh<' Ruildinp: Fund \\as held. Th tallc;; 
all looked very bright and atlractiv \'\hil<' 
the stage \\a convc>rt d into a v ritahle 
flower garden. 

Tht-re was a large gathering at the open­
inµ. cPremony on Tuesday afternoon. 

\Ir-... . WOLFF. th hairlady of the 
Floral Fete Committee, expre . ed Lhe det>p 
and hrartfelt . ympathy of the gathering ln 
Lord and Lady larendon and Lad) Hyd 
in the great lo_s they had u_ ta in d in th<' 
death of Lord Hyde. The audience ro. c 
a ... a mark of re peel. 

\1rs. Wolff thanKed the Mayor and 
\layort'"S for their pr<'S<'n<'<', \\hi ch was \ ery 
mu<'h appreciated. - he thanked all thos<' 
\\ho had h lped in dw work of the fete. 
particulark l\Ir. Leen Burman, for hi. rrreat 
as_istance in thP decoration-. 

The \TAYOR (Councillor L. Gradner J 

. aid that all those \\.ho had helped should 
he conp:ratulaled on the enormous amounl 
of work put in for a long period. Tlw 
fund. accruing would greatly help to 1 _.en 
thr hond on the synagogu . ea Poinl 
.Je\HV \\. rr to he congratulated on the 
wonderful Pdific which wa a pride to Llw 
whole communit . lL \\as a rno. l worthy eff orl 
lo rid th ·ynagoguP of the bond and he' 
hop 'rl that thi. would . oon he <H'complishecl 
and thr> a<'li' itiP of these PlH rgeti<' ladi1• .... 
und g<'11l l1•111c11 \\ 011ld h • nhl1' to Ill di' ert1•d 
jnlo l'fher u. pfu) chnnn 1 . 

II tho <' "ho ' i heel lo li\c hmu• I 

11 prig ht l h c had Lo look to rdigion and 
had to <'arTv on on thP line... lau~hl Ii) 
thci1 fon father~. It \\a. grnLif. ing lo seP 

11 lar~c> a ho<lv of men and ' omen reacly 
lo d 'ote th m elvec;;. to th interec;;.L of tlw 
c;;.ynago~ur. He wi hed tlw fete every tw­
ee and -:aid he felt grateful and honourf'd 
lo hm P hecn a"ked to p rf orm th opening 
crremonv. 

i\Ir. \. M. J CK. 0 T- on h half of Lhe 
Gre n and Pa Point Helm'" ongrerration. 
LhankPd the :\Tayor and Ma) oress for attend­
ing th opening of the Fete. He was plea f'd 
aLo Lhat Councillor Fosler. enior memher 
of th ity ouncil for the· area, wa. present. 
and r mind d him on hehalf of everv section 
of thf' communitv. that th Tm n Hall \\.a" 
entirely inadequ~t for the population of 
the area. 

In the ah ence of Tr. A. , ach. Pr sid nt 
of the C:ongref!alion. who l ft for England 
la.t Friday. 1\Ir. . i\l. Ja ·k on p rfonrn•d 
the opP11in° <"eremony on Wedne-.day aftf'r­
noon. 

'1r ·. Wolff read oul radio me ~a~es 
rec iwd from \Tr. ack and l\Tr. I. Yiau r­
her~er wishinµ: the Fete every sucee ... 

Mr. Jackson paid a trihutc lo th work 
done hv the women in the building of th~ 
. ynaf!O!!UC and in th~ rai~ in~ of fund~. hut 
lmpr . ~ed upon th m that Lh ir dutiec;; di<l 
not end th r and Lhal the, mu ·t u. e their 
inOu n<·e in Lh home tO\Htrd. making th 
. vna~o:rne a la ting rnmrnmenl to the pre~ nt 
µ:cneration. 

THE S.A. JEWISH CHRONICLE. 

Maimonides Lecture by 
Mr. B. L. ubik. 

\Tr. B. L. Rubik deli\eted an interesting 
lecture on ::vlaimo11idc at the Zioni ·t ( \.1ajor) 
l lall on unda) night. 

\<fr. \1. Alexander. \I.P., \\a in the 
chair. He referred Lo the tragic death of 
Lord H' de and ask<·<l the audience lo rise 
a a mark of re~pecl. 

\Jr. Rubik dealL fir-.;l with the reason why 
the orthodox eclion of Jewry did not take 
parl in the celebration . Orthodo Jew~, 
he said, lacked a ~cn~e of space and Lim ; 
for them \1aimonides the man had no mean­
ing and the) were not concerned with where 
and \\hen he was born: all that matter d 
lo them wa Lhe \\or ks he produced. This 
\\.a. a f al e outlook, said :Vlr. Rubik: the 
fact that the 800th anni\ r ary of hi birth 
'\as "'0 univer all;. oli erved \\as proof of the 
rlernal \alues crcaterl hy ..\Iaimonide~. 

\Jr. Ruhik thrn ga\'c an account of the 
life of Maimonides in o far a il affected 
his \\ ork and chara ter. He dealt with 
the que~Lion a to whether hi. familv· had 
C'\er hecome pseudo- \lohammedan. , and 
add tu· d a ma. s of <'\ idence to h<m that 
this <'ould never ha\ e hcen the ca e. 

The Iggeret Hashmad, aid th lecturer, 
in wiii<'h the writer urged Jews when perse­
<'Ulcd to go to a place where th v could 
praclise ]udai m openly, had a gre;ll ffect 
on the Jcwi h \rnrld. 

Tl1<· <·ommenlarv 011 tlw Mi. hna wa<; Lhe 
fir l and mo t important work in thi field 
from the da · of th Talmud. It enabled 
C\ erv ] w to a certain what wa th la\\ on 
any particular uhj 't. 

The .Mislmeh Torah or Yad ha oka, aid 
the I 'elmer. was the greate l work of 
~laimonid 'u It \\H a \\Ork of O't>llill" .111d 

"ltt1\H•d claril' of 1::-1011 and dl pth of 
mind lo a phe;10nw11al e _ t nt. It i a modi I 
or method. and ~ l<'lll, \\hi<'h \\a. quil<' 
f'or 'ig11 to Lh<' Talrnudi<' world. I lad 
\laimonid s n H'I' <' istt·d the Talmud it-..elf' 
would h~ne b en eliminat •cl and what we 
<'all "Torah., to-da) " ould not have e i"ted. 
Both her and hi. oppon nt were corrc<'t 
and the controv r · arou ed hv hi work 
]eel lo tlH' emichm nL of Jewi. h life and 
culture. 

In the "Guid<> lo th Perplexed" Mai-
monide ~howed him elf a staunch followc · 
of ri ·totle: he acccpl d all his theorie~. but 
not his theor with regard to the creation 
'.'f the ~niverse. H interpreted the parl 
Ill LhP B1b]c which r fer lo God as a bod,. 
allegorically. Il wa~ wrong to call Mai­
monide. an apologist. He rendered a great 
s rvi<'e h cau e he made it pos ihle for 
P ple not ot be afraid of foreign cultures 
aff cling J udai m. He showed that the 
JewiJ1 r ligion could land the test of 
r a on. 

\lr. Ruhik ·oncludt>d bv savincr that 
\~aimon~de influenced J wi h life .daUy and 
hie;; nv1c s would last and he appreciated 
as long a the Jewi. h people would exist. 

The Chairman propo d a 'ote of thanks 
lo \1 r. Rubik for his ma l rly and scho1arh 
lecture. 

(Continued from Third Column) . 

\ch. J. Herh~tein. Dr. . E. Kark and 
l\Tes. rs. Kotlo\\ilz and \1ini h took part in 
thr discus, ion to "hi ch Mr. Berman replied. 

\Tr. Rabino\\il7 rend r d a pianoforte olo 
and \fr. Gorfinkel a sonp:. 

Mav 3rd. 1935. 

Zionist Conversazione. 

The fortnightly Com er ·azione took place 
al the Zioni t Hall on Tue ·day night. 

D\t. vi. . co VI ): "'a in the chair. 
and at th outset referred to Lhf' death tJf 

\Ii. Paktor, a memher of the Zicmist Sociali-t 
Party who had met with a fatal accident 
dm in~ tlw day. On l>ehalf of the audience 
hr c µrec;;. ed ~)mpath~ \\ ith hi bereaved 
fiancee. 

\Ir. Coma) then ga' e a short talk on th 
J. .F., the storv of ""hich wa , he said. a 
tragedy of lo t opportunitie from main 
point of vie\\. The aim of the founder 
had not hPcn attained ince much cultivaLle 
soil had not been arquired when it wa 
po· ihl lo do -O. In spit of the pro •. 
peril\ r>xistin<r in Palestine lo-day. there 
'"a need of a tron~ central body to hri112 
order out of chao . Speculation could he 
eliminated even with regard to urban land 
if it belonged lo the J.,.F. Expert C"alru. 
late that 70 per cent. of the land of Pale . 
Lin 'rn Lill uncultirnLed and a large por· 
ti 11 of this could he made available for 
colonisation if the J. YF. were able to si11k 
Lhe initial capital. It '"as a poignant regret 
that f r about fifteen year the Jewish 
p~ople had not be n ali\c to their oppor· 
lunitie and h hoped that th v would no\\ 

wake up and a' ail them he· . of what ~till 
off!"red hefure it 'rn" too late. 

'Ol 'ILLOR . Z. BEPJ\lA gave an 
iuLere Ling ieclure on ·•The History of 
J e, .. i-..h ... \li~ration from Ea 'l to We t." 
Je\\ i:sh histor), he said, wa a r cord of 
event with certain p ak p riod . There 
wa~ no real "Outline of J ""i h Histor)."' 
wlud1 was not mcrel a short hi tory. 'fhe1e 
wa a gr at gap b l ween the <leslructiou ol 

th ' ceund 'I cm pl· aud th · ri-.. • of ~ trrn 
.I('\\ ry w1d LhP1 · \Ht ' ·r liul · i11lo1 mation 
mail<1hfr about thi p ·1 iod. 'lh •r • had b 11 

a 1·,1t1 Lanll) l'<'l'Urring "'Lr •am La<' wards and 
fon\ar<l" lru111 Ea"l to ~ e-.; l . E, •n duri 11 r, 

lhc rno"t pro pcrous day th ·re wc1 e morr 

J '\\::-; oul of l'ale ·tin' tha11 in it. After tit 
Per,,ian conque l ot Babylon tlwr, \\.H'- a 
<.:u11Linuou~ :::;tr •am of Jew· relurnino tu 
Pale ·tine for ahoul l\\ 0 and a hall ecell· 

Luries. Jt \\-a · a mi ·tak' to a) that \~ith 
Llw . de!:'lruction of the , cond Temple the 
Jc,\ 1:;li population of Pale tine ceas d Lu 
<'- i:--t. 1 here wa al way· a trong a11d 
numcrou · Jewi h selllement in the land. 

The fir ·t Je\\i ·h ::;eLLlements out ide Pale~· 
lin were in Cypru: and Cyrene. The 
Jc,~s in the We t did nol come from Babv· 
lon but from original selll ment aro~d 
Lh \Je<literranean. Jew had established 
selllernenl out id long before they were 
expelled from Pale tine. On the Rhine 
Lhere \\ere large and flourishing communi· 
tie in the fourth century; they came from 
Rome and the Mediterranean hores. The 
long journey could nol hav been accorn­
pli hl·d in . on g neration and we mu~l 
u ume that large number of Jew settled 
in intermiLLent plac . 

When the Jew travelled from the Easl 
to the West into Poland and thence into 
LiLhuania they found another eltlement 
""hich probabl) came from Babylon. They 
kne\\. no Yiddi h and did not come from 
German~. Thi would tend to trengthen 
Lh theory that the pre ent Lithuanian ]e\\ 
\ms a direcf de c ndant of the founder of 
th Babylonian Talmud. 

(Continued in Second Column) . 


