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April 2nd, 1937.

Zionist Conversazione.

Dr. C. RESNEKOV ON THE
THREE ALIYAHS.

A special Yomtov Conversazione took
place at the Zionist Hall on Tuesday night.
Advocate G. Gordon was in the chair.
Dr. C. Resnekov gave a very interesting
and masterly lecture on ““A Comparative
Study of the Three Aliyahs.” The longing
for isolation and separation, he said, has
been the deciding factor in our chequered
Tistory. In their self-imposed state of
jsolation in the Land of Goshen, our an-
cestors developed a conception of life which
‘was totally alien fo that of the native
Bgyptians. In order to be sure that the
Hebrews would not join with his enemies
and attack him from the rear, Pharaoh
enslaved them. This must have been very
galling, for the democratic principle which
| the Tsraelites had brought with them from
| fhe desert was still rooted in their being
and the urge for freedom became all the
greater with each repressive law passed »-
gainst them.

When a favourable opportunity present-
wl itself, our ancestors took their depart-
we. But the tribes which left Egypt were
wot as a body ready to do justice to the
w@use; they were not sufficiently cohesive
and had to go through a period of trial and
frouble before the ideal of a Promised Land
wuld permeate through all the strata of
the Tribes.

Sages explain the Revolt of Korach and
lis men as a protest against the Shekel
being used firstly for the purpose of census

. and secondly for the money so obtained

{being allocated for the use of the House
of Worship. .
The . sudden release from bondage and
davery coupled with a free- life in the
lesert soon invigorated the erstwhile
daves, but the spirit of slavery had worked
iiself into the marrow of the Israelites and
i the first sign of adversity they hanker-
Wl after the flesh-pots of Igypt. For
lorty years they wandered in the wilderness
wd their reward was indeed great for they
umerged unified and with one purpose: . to
@itle in the land'of Canaan. At first the
Alivah proceeded on the correct and ap-
fioved lines with enthusiasm and spirit and
With Joshua in command began a chapter
of military exploits which had far-reaching
ercussions throughout the ages. The
st Aliyah had the effect of consolidating
lie nation not so much by conquest of
fritory but rather by the forced moral
lws. The democratic principle of the
Govenant and the implied sanctification of

fhe whole people of Israel, became the
basis of our religious philosophy.

&

- The Second Aliyabh.

The return from the Babylonian cap-
ity with the encouragement of Cyrus

T s undertaken by a band of enthusiasts
ﬁ)wnl be compared toour first Cha-
The majority remgined in Baby-
b yet steadfastly proclaimed their attach-
;ﬂp to the Jewish People. They sought

dlvation by instituting ‘the custom of
yer, Synagogues and’ schools. Every
¢ was declared to be a miniature

msided as chief priest. The innate desire
he nation to preserve itself found ample
ion in their willingness to obey the
To forge a link between the Galuth
(Continued in Second Column).
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Majbi' N_dah':, Amem;an ) Jew:sh Pioneer.

A

JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY ISSUE.

“MAJOR NOAH' by Dr. Isaac Gold-
berg, has just been published by the
American Jewish Publication Society of
America. It deals with the life of the well-
known American Jewish Pioneer, Mordecai
Monuel Noah (1785—1851) and is the first
book-length biography of an American
Jew that has been published by the Society.

The author, who is widely known for his
books upon literature, drama, music and
biography and for his numerous trans-
lations from many languages, has made a
very close study of his subject and has had
access to a great deal of new aterial
including letters in Noah’s cwn hand. The
result is that we are given a very interesting
and colourful portrait of Major Noah who
was in many respects the representative
Jew of the early United States and one
who is regarded as America’s first Zionist.

Noah was born in Philadelphia and
reared in the home of his patriotic grand-
father, Jonas Phillips. He was a pictures-
que personality and if somewhat eccentric
and bombastic at times, had many
qualities which won for him the respect and
confidence of Gentiles no less than Jews.
His greatest fault perhaps, was that he was
too theatrical and melodramatic.

His versatility was amazing. He served
his country as diplomat in Africa; he edit-
ed a number of the leading newspapers of
his day: he wrote a number of popular
plays; he was an orator in politics and in
the synagogue; he was Sheriff of New York
City in 1822; and he occupied the
Surveyorship of the Port in the same city.

Noah was one of the first American
Jews to take part in political life, and he
was also among the first Jews in public
life to feel the lash of anti-Semitism.
Throughout his life he remained a staunch
and ardent Jew and in writings and ad-
dresses tried to defend his brethren from
prejudice at home and abroad. Envisaging
the United States as a haven for the op-
pressed, he regarded it also as a temporary
home for the wandering Jew on his long
mystical journey from the Past o the

fine

Future in the land of Zion. For Jew as for
Gentile, he was a firm believer in vocation-
al training as a foil to the purely literary
life. He was for the attainment of some
mechanic art “‘and for the avoidance of
those crooked paths of traffic miscalled
commerce.”’

Noah’s most grandiose exploit and the
one for.which his name is best-known to-
day among Jews, was the attempt to found
on Grand Island, cutside Buffalo, a City
of Refuge for the Jews, name Ararat. The
author gives a very interesting and illui-
nating aecount of the founding of this
“city’ and reveals how this was nothing
more than a supreme example of Noah's
love for melodrama and histrionic display.
This was ““Noah's greatest play,”’ says the
author, “‘planned on a veritably cosmie
scale, given in a single performance, with
an entire city as its stage.”” The scheme
was a complete fiasco and in spite of the
tlourish and mnoise of the foundation cere-
mony and of Noah's “*Jewish Declaration of
Independence’’, *‘Noah’s ark, grounded
upon a barren Avarat, was left high, dry
and empty.” The author reveals that
Noah was not altogether disinterested and
high-minded in this scheme (for he was
concerned also with the commercial possi-
bilities of Ararat), and that from this ex-
ploit at any rate he does not deserve the
reputation’ of having been the ‘“‘first real
Zionist. "’

That Noal_), however, realised that it was
Palestine alone that can and must become
the home of the Jewish People once again
is clear from a speech delivered in the
Tabernacle on October 28th, 1844. This
has become famous in the history of Ameri-
can Zionism as the ‘° Discourse on the
Restoration of the Jews,”” and contains an
appeal to the free people of the United
States to assist in the restoration of the
Jews to Palestine.

The book contains reprints of many of
the letters of Noah from manuseripts and
his many-sided career is described in lively
detail. It is a valuable addition to any
library. :

and the returning exiles, the festivals were
raised to the status of religious and nation-
al events.

A radical change camme over the life of
the nation; the democratic principle was
made again to assert itself and the people
regained their freedom from the spiritual
slavery. In matters of education the people
developed a universal system for rich and
poor, young and old.

The second Aliyah showed that a nation
can at the same time be great and small—

great where its spirit is concerned and
small in the cirecumseribed cirele of the

land.
The Third Aliyah.

It is difficult, said the lecturer, to decide
when the third Aliyah commenced.. There
has always been a desire to return. to
Palestine.  After centuries of spiritual
longing, the first Chalutzim arrived in 1882
and established thémselves

the symbol that the body had come to join

-~the spirit. and weld . itself .inte  something

concrete. Though the first Aliyah was

amongst thio

swamps and'wastes of Palesting; That wag

violently opposed by sections of the Jews
such as the assimilationists and the.lead-
ers of the Reform Movement, yet nothing
could stem the tide. In Hibbath Zion as
an ideal the youth found the real outlet for
their energies. They formed themselves
into little bands so that the words of Isaih
should come true: A remmnant shall re-
turn.”’,

The faet that in about twenty years
there was an influx of 300,000 people intc
Palestine indicated very strongly that in
spite of the tragic material position of Jew-
ry, the spirit of the nation rejected all at-
tempts at colonisation anywhere but in
Eretz TIsrael. An unprecedented amount
of ‘work had been accomplished, said the
lecturer, and it was felt that the third
Aliyah would ultimately be able to develop
a greater ideal—the peace of the world and
the peaceful development of nations, each
on.its own.soil and with its- own -eulture.

Mr Mirvish, Dr. Rabinowitz and . Mys.
Ch. Cohen took part in.the discussion:to
which Dr. Resnekov replied. P
-~ Miss A. Berndt' and "Miss- P. Sluszny
contrbuted to the musical programme.



