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A Jewish Woman in London 
A CHAT WITH MRS. A SHEWITZ 

By Dora Sowden. 

"The English Jewess of the upper 
classes moves freely and un-self­
consciou ly in the . ·ociety of Jews and 
non-Jews alike and she is as English as 
the English." So Mrs. Amshewitz, the 
wife of the celebrated artist, who is at 
present staying in Johannesburg. tle­
scribed for me what she thought to be 
the typical cultured Jewish English­
woman. 

o~ TE of the first things I noticed about 
Mrs: Amshewitz herself was her charm­

ing dress sense. This led her to speak of 
the English society women who, as a rule, 
wore appropriate but utterly unobtrusive 
clothes. "That is also characteristic of the 
Jewish Englishwomen," said Mrs. Amshe­
witz. "The simplicity of their clothes 
amounts almost to dowdiness, so that the 
wife of a poor artist as I am, at a distin­
guished society meeting or party, might be 
less expensively but often more conspicu­
ouslv dressed. Unobtrusiveness is almost a 
feti~h in English society and Jew and 
Christian alike shrink from any clistinctive­
ne s of attire." 

I mentioned that Mrs. Rebecca Sieff, dur­
ing her recent visit here, had impressed us 
womenfolk with her exquisite clothes. 
"Yes," said Mrs. Amshewitz, "she is one of 
the few women who move in really high 
social circles and dress smai·tly." 

When I asked her whether she herself 
had taken any part in Zionist activities in 
England, Mrs. Amshewitz modestly shook 
her head. 

"Thvugh I have been a Zionist since girl­
hoorl," she said, "my life overseas gave me 
few opportunities for taking an active part. 
I sometimes went to Mrs. Marks' meetings. 
This lady is Mrs. Sieff's sister an<l also an 
active worker. But art is the centre of our 
existence and through my husband's work 
we made contact with people of all creeds 
and races. At one exhibition, my husband 
was showing, all at the same time, a por-
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trait of the Minister of St. S\vithin's 
Church, a portrait of a Minister of the 
Liberal Synagogue, one of Gandhi and one 
of the Editor of the "Free-Thinker." Thi::; 
will tell you more than anything how 
varied and ·wide were our contacts. And 
yet," she added, with a charming smile, 
"we remained ourselves." 

MRS. AMSHEWITZ told me that great 
numbers of South African students 

came to see them while they were in Lon­
don. "I hope J have always made them feel 
welcome," she said warmly. 

They had had people of all sorts calling 
to visit them, from ambassadors to paupers 
-sometimes at the same time. Her contact 
with royalty had always been gratifying. 
.:ihe was especially struck with the mar­
vellous memories possessed by many of the 
royal family. Princess Alice had once de­
scribed to her a picture of her husband's 
which she had seen in Grahamstown six 
years previously. What distinguished Eng­
lish royaltv from all others was the human, 
modest attitude which each member 
adopted. Prince George had said to her in 
reply to a question about his visit to South 
Africa: "Everyone was so kind to me." She 
thought that such modesty was unequalled 
in royal circles anywhere else. 

I ASKED Mrs. Amshewitz whether Sir 
Oswald Mosley's creed was making 

much headway in England. Her answer was 
depressingly in the affirmative, but she 
pointed out that Jewish consciousness was 
also on the increase among Jews in all 
classes. 

"At one time," said Mrs. Amshewitz, 
"Jewish society women lived in a sense of 
splendid security and ignorance. Even two 
or three years ago, when I attended a meet­
ing called by Mrs. Arthur Montefiore to 
organise a Zionist bazaar, I was appalled 
by the ignorance of things Jewish among 
society girls, who knew only that they were 
Englishwomen of the Jewish persuasion and 
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undertook the work in the sam ::;virit a 

they would the organi. ation of a charity 
function. To-dav, this is changing." 

EYen Jewish artists were keeping more 
tog ther and wme e ·hibiting tog th r. 
''While I believe that the Jewi. h artist can 
be as dl eply Engli h or French a the 11011-

Jewish artist,'' said Mrs. Amshewitz, "I fe l 
sure that race counts for something. That 
is undoubtedly the source of the 0°riental 
colour in Am's pictures" (so she affection­
ately calls her husband). 

Mrs. Amshewitz mentioned the remark­
able fact that there were many Christian 
Zionists to be found in England, apart from 
British Israelites. They were people who 
were convinced that the Jew ought to have 
Palestine. She herself had many friends, 
well-known and prominent members of 
social and artistic circles, who actively took 
up cudgels in defence of the Jewish cause. 

"In any case," said Mrs. Amshewitz, 
"what happened in Germany can never 
really happen in England, for apart from 
the British sense of fair play, the doctrine 
of race purity is not feasible in England." 
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