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Gershwin

EORGE GERSHWIN, the
American musician who
died in Hollywood at the
early age of 38, was one of

the most successful jazz
composers in the United
States. He was born and

brought up on the East Side
of New York and at a young

Vienna, was visited by a blonde-
bearded Tyrolese peasant; who asked
for an engagement. The peasant
spoke the Tyrol dialect and stated
that his name was Brandhofer and
that his friends believed he had great
artistic tglent. The producer agreed
to give the queer applicant a test,
and to his surprise the peasant ap-
peared to be possessed of unusual
dramatic capabilities. Within a short
time, the name of Brandhofer be-
came the sensation of Vienna. News-
papers, especially those boasting of
“Aryan” editorship, dilated upon the
inborn talent of <the pure-blooded
Aryan peasant.

After some time, however, it was
accidentally discovered that far from
being a Tyrolese peasant, Brandhofer
was a Jewish actor, in disguise. It
appeared that owing to the Nurem-
berg laws, he was obliged to leave
Germany. Penniless, he came to Aus-
tria—where he knocked at the doors
of theatres and was refused employ-
ment because of his Jewish descent.
In despair, he struck upon the idea
of deceiving the Vienna producer.
The embarrassment of the Aryan
paper was, of course, very great, and
a campaign of persecution was started
by them against the actor, whose
name is Leo Roys.

It is interesting to learn that this
actor, who had been converted by his
parents, has -decided to return to
Judaism and is now performing in a
Jewish theatre.

Doughnuts

FRIEND overseas writes to me

of an interesting visitor who has
just arrived in London. He is Mr.
S. J. Levitt, of America, and, lest that
name does not in itself convey any-
thing, let me add that Mr. Levitt is
none other than the generally ack-
nowledged “doughnut king”  of
America. OQur enterprising  co-
religionist aims at making England
what he ecalls “doughnut-conscious,”
and he is going to establish a big
factory in Britain with that end in
view.

Levitt has revealed, in a press in-
terview, the secret of the doughnut at
its best, which is “fluffy flakiress.”
To obtain this quality, Mr. Levitt
says his company use no less than 16
different ingredients in the process
of making, and among them are four
kinds of specially selected flour.

It seems that the gentle art of
making a doughnut is not so simple
as the average housewife thinks.

age began to publish his own
compositions. He was a
most prolific composer and
no less than 500 airs stand
to his credit. Many of his
compositions, like “Swanee” and
“Funny Face,” have attained enor-
mous popularity. The music to the
drama, “Of Thee I Sing,” won him
the Pulitzer Prize of 1932.

Gershwin was the first who brought
jazz to the doors of serious Ameriean
performers. His “Rhapsody in Blue”
was the first piece of jazz to be taken
up by the great symphonic orchestras
in the United States. It was also per-
formed by Paul Whiteman, who held
the opinion that Gershwin was the
greatest modern musician America
has produced.

Gershwin’s funeral was attended by
the leading artists in the United
States, some of whom performed
sacred music at the burial service at
the Temple Emanu El in New York.
Rabbi Stephen Wise delivered the
memorial oration, and paid tribute to
Gershwin, calling him “the singer of
the people.”

Prinz
IF one speaks to a German refugee
and asks him who is the most
popular Jew in Germany to-day, he
will reverently wutter the word
“Prinz.” There is hardly a Jew in
Berlin who has not listened to the
orations of the gifted religious leader
—Joachim Prinz.

Until recently Dr. Prinz occupied a
minor position in one of the leading
Berlin synagogues. His oratorical
gifts, however, soon attracted atten-
tion. Wien Hitler came into power,
there was the great “come back” to
the synagogues in Germany and
Prinz distinguished himself by his
fearless pulpit utterances. His ser-
mons attracted the widest attention.

Things reached such a pitch that
the synagogue authorities were
obliged to ask Prinz to temper his
utterances for fear of Government
repression. He resigned his post
forthwith and continued his lectures
on the platform of the Zionist Organ-
isation. I now hear that this gifted
minister has settled in the United
States of America. I have no doubt
that he will find a wide field of acti-
vity there.

Gratitude!

ERELLE: It is to music that T owe
some of the most beautiful mo-
ments of my life.

Chayim: Do you often go to the
opera?

Berelle: No—but my wife does.
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