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A LETTER~=== 
=FROM PALESTINE 

I __ _ 
• 

HARRY LEVIN 

discusses 

THE NEW COMMISSION - FILMING ERETZ 
ISRAEL - THE END OF A TERRORIST 

.T erusalcrn, May 10, 19~8. 

1'hf' Commission ~~loz•es. 

LIKE i. he new nigh Connnil'4sioner, 
who ]rn s impressed n:-; so far 

chiefly by hi:-; rrtiring way:-; in public 
as well ai'l in priYat0 hfe, tlw T0chni­
cal or Partition Commission has 
hitherto l'<'Waled little of itself or it:-1 
calibre. It is Htill travelling about 
the country to the accompaniment of 
minimal fos;.; and publicity. In the 
settlements it has visited, it haR 
not impressed th0 settlers with any 
undue pcrspi~acily or profundity of 
understanding. Which probably, of 
conrRe, means nothing at all. 

In J rrusulem, mramvhih1
, prP-

parations arc being made for thr 
appearanC'e lwfore it of witne.·sf's. Jn 
a few days the Arnh National De­
fence Pcui:r, led hy Hngheh 
:Nashashihi, will prohnhly is~uf' <1 
statement dP<'lnring it intention of 
boycotting l lw ( ;01 1111 is~ion u nd n'­
iterni ing i hL· demands formerly 
llUHl<' hy thP \1·,1h Iliglwr Comrnit­
t 11 id ilw lufti, rn11 ·I, aliolilion 
of i li0. 1 andni.e, a . O\'C'; rip:n rah 
Valt'Rti11P, "ith mi1101·ity rights fo1· 
the .fpw , Pte. Tl i common lrnmY­
JeclgP thai Bn:-rlwh Bc1y '\ ould glad­
ly hme partition orcrd on him. 
But rnl11i11g his lifP (ngnin~t \\'hi<'h 
terrori ts lrnrP mn<1c more tlrnn one 
attc-rnpl i11 ilw pnst two yrar.), lH• 
will donhilr .. do a~ ilw ::\fufli mrn1d 
haYC' him do, that i : publicly n'­
ject pnrtition. Bui prirntc1y lH' 
will no d011ht firnl a way of bring­
ing hi. n nl frrling...: io the notice 
of thr Comrnissi011. 

rnong .Jewish offieial t:ircks 
there is a kPen ckhate ns to proce­
dure to be adopted before the Com­
m1ss1on. The pro-pnrtitionists in 
the J e'\ is h AgPncy would like to 
see the nmnher of anti-partitionist 
witnesses red11cecl to a minimum_, 
and arc oppo:::ing the latter's sug­
rrestion that ihrre witnesRes of Pach 
~idr app<'ar. Brsides the official or 
scrn i-ofriria I wit nesscs, howewr, 
there '\ill douhiJcs h(• a ho~t of 
non-offi ial or priYntP , poke::-mcn, 
who will fincl ii hard i.o believe i.hat 
the e:xpoRition of their plam;; ~nd 
panaceas can remnin u!mtierrcl with­
out harrn to the .T ew1sh fnturr. 

The End nf t71e ]fusic Season. 

WITH i he rrenth Subscription 
ConcPrt in .Trrusnlem, 1'el AYiv 

ancl TT nifa this \\'rrk, the second. 
season of the PaleRtine Orchrs~ra 
has comr to an <.'11<1. Beside"' ib 
visits to J~gypt arnl Syrin, the Or-

<'hP:-;t ra has giYen .>:J eoucerts in 
P<il<·:-.tinr during thr winier months. 
Hut its Yf'lll''s adiYifr does not end 
with th~t, for this .1:ear, as last, a 
s1111111wr senson is being plamwcl. 

Dr. :Jialcolm SargPnfs conduct­
ing of the last two concerts of thr 
spa:-;on-giYen without fer, as also 
werr Toscanini's srrYicrs-wn. nR 
nrnd1 appreeiai.ec1 aR l<1st y<'ar. Likr 
H uhrrmann ancl Toscanini, Rargrnt 
has come to be reganlrd by thr 
Yishuv as an old friend. "The grrat 
Italian mnstcr is known io us ns 
Toscanenu-''Our Toscm1ini." At­
trmpts to gin~ a similarly nffed ion­
atc Hebrew twist to Sargent's 1rnrn<' 
haYe so far failed. nut then, Eng­
lish is so muc·h Jess l'IPxihlc> ·1 lrnn 
Jtalian. Huhrr 1rnn11, again, is­
Uuhernrnnn. lfp is P\'<'ll 1norP iha11 
n friPncl ; h<' is a hroi lwr, "onP ol' 
u::-..'' 'l'lw l'r-Pling of ilH' Yishuv J'or 
11 uhcn11a1111 \ms 11<'\'PI' mon• iou('h­
ingly c•xprps,:;P<l than whPn a piou:-. 
old J(•\\" iri<·d 1o PPl'Sll:tdC' him IH'H'I' 

again io i nl\'PI hy :H'rnplnnP. 

1/ uc lt-F1l111t rl 7,fllld. 

1 OB :ill !ht' l:illi11g-ofl or i11lt·1L11•1 
in ihl' J>nl ti1H' di.iu1h1111C'r .... 

011 i_}ip }lHl1 or fh(' i11!t•J'lllltioJ1al 
Jll'Pi-;:, thr < 0111dry nncl it: ufl'<!i1· 
~lilJ ("Ollllll:lllcl <'OllHidPl':llJI<' ''Ill'\\~ 
':d11P." <irl'al IH'\11-jlll]H'l'I.; iii! H'IHI 

Spl'<'ial <;one·pondt'111s to al'0\<·1,.. 
it, pnhli;;hrrti l'till <'01111111,R1011 
nuihor.'< to snrn•y it~ prohlPrns, arnl 
film eompaniPR still d<'Rpatch iheir 
enn1<•ra11wn io ii. Duri1w: ltw 1><1--1 
rnonth thrrr 1ww films have lwen 
"~hot'' of i.ht> conntrv, onr hv tlw 
famonR Amrriean ".:\far<'h of i'ime" 
concern, another bv a BritiRh educa­
tional film compa;1y nnd a third on 
heha1f of a Clrnrrh of Eng1arn1 mi~­
Rion societY. 

l~rsidr~ tll<'R<' \ i~iting eamPrm11c11, 
we haYe our own film companie', 

thrre of them, of which only one, 
ho\rPYrr, mak<'l" any daim to more 
than sporadic adiYity. 'l'hat one i::; 
the Carmel News-Heel Company, 
"·hith prodnceR weekly news films 
thai an' usually medionr, but somc•­
tinH'R Pxtraordinarily good. It:-: 
O\nlC'J', canwrmna n, (1 i rertor, pro­
d uc·('l', Pditor, frthniral adYiser a]l(l 
lrnRi11e-.:s mai~agPr i;:; Xat]wn AxPl­
rod, who, in Path of i1WH<' t<lpati-
1. i(•s is a '·sp1f-rnadP mai1." 

llis carerr Rtart0d in a elwmi·d 
shop in a 1H'm·i1H'ial tom1 of Hu:-;sia. 
'l'lw chPmi.-;t hrcnme opiici<rn, t1w 
opi.ic;nn, photogrnpher, and tlw 
lihotograplwr, nlm-oprrator. \Vhen 
lw arriYPcl in Pale:-;tine in 1!)2G ]i 

was with a primitiw hoJ1w-m1:Hl<' 
canwrn, the i'er\'011r of a fanai. ic, arnl 
no fund~. Hr Rtill ha:-; no funds, 
h1:-; hradqnaTtrrs still eonsi~t of two 
primitiw woockn huts on the oui­
Rkirts of Te1 AviY, his <'quipmrnt i:-. 
:-;till ontmoded and inadeq~rnte, cx­
<'ept for a fir:-;t-rail' pair of cnmerns 
whith he ac<p1i reel on nedii, and hr 
:-;till ii" not qnifr <·Niciin wlwrc nexi 
rnonth't-: hread i~ <·oming from. But 
hr continue~ to pN:-;ewrr, the qual­
ity of hi-: filJ11:-. is improYing, and 
lw h<1:-. the saii;.;fadion of knm,·in~· 
i hat hr iR piloting un i111portm1t 
pimH'f'l' indusi. ry 1 h rnugh its mo:-t 
d iffi<'u lt prriod. 

'1 1hr1 neath or (/ Tr11 /'Ol'isf. 

FOR i.wo year~ tlw Pak~tillC' polir<' 
hnr<· "wnniPcl" Ei:-:sa lfaj Suli­

rn.in Pl Baital, t'H'<l]H'd <·011,·i<'l and 
d;1ri11g iNl'dl'i~t !Pad<'l': :l fc'\\' day~ 
:tgo, t hl') got h1111, dl'Clcl. [Ii ~ 
va rt·Pr h:id :ii I i h1• l'lt1 11w11t · or a 
(' l i 111 i 11 1 l H l'll, ro I' \ ( • n \ ep I 
or (J th~· ({) lllil\ \IOI(. llJl i11 
il1<• 1110111ing lo r1·ad ol nnotlH•r :iml 
\!'I'\ rrnl Olltrng1• pt'l]ltll<ll<d h.' hi1n 
llll d 11 i (rung () r 1 10 Ill l' 11. ~ r () i () f 
Iii \id c I<' .\rclk. \\ hoRe ii 
lng<' hl' 1<1idPd: lnli oeen. iP11al ,Jf'"­
ish i l':l\'Plkr...,, :-oldil't's, poli<'<' and 
1h<' Hl'i1i h nnhn<'ologi i, .J. [;. 
~tark<•.\', \l'<'I'<' n111ong his 'i1·i im . 

11 i-. pl'mrt'"" ''a...: alrnoc::t lllll'<lllll.\', 

a11d !'\'1•11 hi!.dl B1·ii ish oll'i<'i:il:-< spok<' 
of' hirn with :nrP. .\rn011g ilw .. .\rah 
villHp:<':-; of .J uc!Pa his 11<\lllC' wa~ :i 
trrrihl~ ]r.g<'rnl. 011 ni lPa 'l four 
OC'C'Hsions }w \\":!:-. \\ ithin <Ill H<'<' ol" 
<'api11r0, hni. exiri<'atcd him~eH wii.h 
arnnzing c·1mni11µ:. I11111H'diatc1.'· 
after i he 1m1rd<'r of .Mr. :-:liark<·y, his 
trail was l<'d i.o a Yillaµ:e lH'yornl 
1Icl>r011, \rhirh a :-;tron~ l'on·c- of 
trnop~ aml polil'(' st11T01711cfr<l a few 
hourf; hr.fore <fawn. BuL dr::-pitP 

tlwir :-.iockingPd fo<'l. Bat 
thrm, shot hi~ m1v out o 
with a mad1i11e-gt111, aml 
Later he returned to the 
ki1h'd sPwrnl of the villag 
]w had ._pt up a-.: gwi nls, 
1 hp re;-:t of tlw Yillage £20 
haying "'<lrll('d him of ilw 
or the Uo\'<'rnmPn1 ':-. fon ( 

Still 11rnkr to wlH'n lw 
cd at List, Bai h1i ('aJll<' o 
sto<'k. Jfr \r:1R horn nnd 
Ifp!Jrnn, :Jll(l kiww ini i11 i,1 
only mo:-l of ilw Yilln!.!:l'S o 
hid, hui moHt of the 1;1mw 
('()\'('~ \\'it h "-hiC'h i hi~ l 

hcnl·.n·o111lw<l. ft \\'HS th i 
l<'<ig«• t lwt lwlp<>d hi111 ."( 
fully 1 o l'\ a<lC' th<> nuthor 
owr hrn yrar;:;. 

From Parly youth 1w w ~ 
out of prison for long. 
rsraped in H>3G, he was 
10-ycar /;Pllt<'l1L'P for murd 
tik(f. /ls ihc .\rnh...: eall ' 
hPld littll' iniPl'r:-.1 for him 
Jifp of H ll'ITOl'iRt did, HlH l 

r.Rcaped he made his way 
io tlw lwadquar!Prs of Fa 
kji, tlw former tnrorist 
s11110. \Ylwn ilw lattl'r 1 
1110;-:1 or l11s , 'yria11 :ind I 
!'1'11<1l'i<·~ a ( tllP <'JH1 of 1!)3 

\\ho had hi111 .-:pll' l><•t·o1nP < 

t<'l'r0ri:·d !PadPr under 
i ut<•lugl', organi...:l'd a gm1 
O\rll 1o O)l<'l'llfr liC'f \\'<'C'll 
and ll<>hron. 

If i...: dent h W<l, ]C' s <1 <11 
his 1if'P. B,or O\'<'r ihrcp 
puli<·r· !ind lirl'll ho1 11 ] 
111 h.1<l bu·n "ournlrd in : 
if'I' "itli troop· In i 111011 

holdi11~ up nnd ht1111i11g a 
L 'a' i11g hi~ lwnd ht> <'l 01 
pani<'d hy :i R111clll group 
<'11', io ll'< up<'rnic• i11 a lo 
of the .Jucl<'<lll hill·. Bui i 
gaw hi111 110 I' •si. 
"a 011 i ht• 1110\ t'. ll lltil n 
hPlit1 \t'd !1<• lwcl ~11c·et 1 edPd 

inµ; ihe111. 'Phe11 a follower 
the• policP or his "IH'l'C1ahon 
£~00 pri('<' th<1t had long­
his lwad. Tlw post-:l' of 
polic•p ~<'Ill io ea pi lll'l' hi m 
('h:irn·Ps. 'l'hey fonn<1 him 
l'll\t', \\ hi<'h i.]H•y Jit 11]l wi1l 
Jig-ht. Bdon' lw could f: 

il~Plll, ihry shot at him, and 
Jl<'<l d<'a<I. wii.h half-a-doz 
i h rough hi~ head. 


