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Seeing his dﬁty, even as it is seen
to-day under official Nazi rule, Roth-
stock armed himself with a pistel and
appointed himself a one-man com-
mittee to rid Aryan-Germany ot the
man with the effontery to write “Tne
City Without Jews.” Rothstock in-
vaded the newspaper office where
Bettauer was employed, located the
author’s desk and opened fire. Shot
on March 10, 1925, Bettauer died 16
days later, the first vietim of the
Nordic hysteria -he depicted so
vividly in “The City Without Jews.”

USCEPTIBLE of no challenge to
his objectivity, Bettauer himself
measured up to the most exacting
requirements of a hundred per cent.
Aryan. Of Protestant parentage, he
had no axe to grind when he penned
“The City Without Jews.” One who
seldom fraternised with Jews, he
wrote his book with the detachment
to be expected of a reporter.

As a reportorial student of neo-
Nazi aspirations, he peopled and de-
peopled “The City Without Jews”
with what he visualised as the logical
conclusions of a creed that earned his
objective scorn. Arresting indeed are
the parallels between the fantasy that
found, in 75 editions, one quarter of
a million German and Austrian
readers, and the German-Austrian
history of the past half-decade. Cer-
tainly, if Bettauer, whose book was
subsequently published in English
and other languages, were alive to-
day, he would have the basis of a
first-class plagiarism suit.

Compare, fourteen years after the

date of  publication, Bettauer’s
“liberator,” the Christian-Socialist
chancellor, Dr. Karl Schwertfeger,

with the Nazi fuehrer, Adolph Hitler,
and you’ll be astonished at the like-
ness. Compare with the present Nazi
dogma the decree in “The City With-
out Jews” that only third generation
Christians on both parental sides were
to be recognised as Aryans. Compare
with the present Nazi salute the salu-
tation between hundred per-centers in
Bettauer’s book, “Hail.” Compare
with common diplomatic knowledge

RECORD

that Jew-purged Vienna was visited
with a financial crisis. Compare with
events still fresh in the world’s mem-
ory the manoeuvre which finds the
fuehrer of “The City Without Jews”
ordering the League of Nations to
grant to Austria annexation to Ger-
many, or a free hand in the expulsion
of Jews. Hitler went the book one
better in this instance. He got both.
Compare with Nazi history the decree
in the book giving every Jew three
months in which to leave the coun-
try. Compare and you find the fore-
runner of Hitler’s programme a fan-
tasy matched and even exceeded by
the events in its wake.

Only in one respect does Bet-
tauer’s book differ from the history
of recent years. When Vienna lost
its last Jew, he found it too weak,
morally, culturally and economically
to endure any longer. When the last
Semite departed, “The City Without
Jews” reached finis. Time will tell
whether Bettauer’s final prophecy
shall come to pass.

One thing is certain. Either Bet-
tauer was an amazing prophet or
Hitler is a brazen plagiarist.
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Activities

consisted of Messrs. L. Meltz, M.
Ginsberg, and P. Davidowitz, who are
to be congratulated on their effort.

Jewish Guild.—Features of t}]e
function arranged by the Pretoria
Jewish Guild on Sunday night, 25th
June, were the addresses de-
livered by Mr. M. Franks, K.C., on
“The South African Scene Through
Jewish Eyes,” and Mr. A. Shacksnovis
on “The Duty of South African Jews
to South Africa and Palestine.” Mr.
tP. Yutar was in the chair, and Mr.
Ivan Solomon, M.P.C., proposed a
vote of thanks to the speakers.

Port Elizabeth’s Interest
Palestine Symphony Orchestra

At the inaugural meeting held at
the Palmerston Hotel on Tuesday,
June 17, Col. Kisch addressed between
thirty and forty ladies and gentle-
men, explaining the ideals and aims
of the Palestine Orchestral Society.

A society was forthwith formed in
Port Elizabeth with Mrs. B. Smulian,
chairman; Mrs. J. Gabriel, treasurer,
and Mrs. Sam E. Bennun, secretary;
also subscribers were enlisted. Each
subscriber present promised to try
and get as many members as pos-
sible, the subscription being one
guinea per annum.

Bloemfontein Activities

Herzlia Association.—An exhibi-
tion of models and photographs de-
picting the progress made in the up-
building of the Jewish National Home
in Palestine, was opened on Thurs-
day afternoon, the 8th June, at the
Communal Hall. The exhibition,
while not on an elaborate scale, was
a most interesting display of the
work which has been done in found-
ing the many Jewish settlements.
Among the models shown was a Jew-
ish settlement complete with watch-
tower and a model of the recently
constructed harbour at Tel-Aviv.

In the evening the public were in-
vited to see the film “Tirat-Zvi,”
which deals with the establishment of
a modern Jewish colony in Palestine.

Before the presentation of the film
Mr. W. Rubin, chairman of the Herz-
lia, called upon Mr. J. Blesovsky to
deliver a short lecture on the ‘“His-
tory of Palestine.”

SPITALITY

The art of warm hospitality |
has been perfected by the
Amalgamated Hotels. {lules |
for guest reception, general
service and etiquette are
rigidly enforced. %e try not
to be mechanical but like
your own servants — courte- |
ous, quiet and deft.
You will énjoy the luxurious ‘
and dignified atmosphere of
our hotels. May we have the
honour of a visit?

The illustration above shows the Hotwl
Elisabeth, Humewcod, Port Elisabeth.
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